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Meech Lake Accord... “Will have severe 
consequences for Canada’s Natives” 


by Melvin Sharpheud 

Former Prime Minister. 
Pierre Trudeau, is not the 
only one upset over the 
Meech Lake Constitu¬ 
tional Accord hammered 
out last month by Cana¬ 
da's ten premiers and 
Prime Minister. Brian 
Mulroney. 

Leaders of the four 
major national Aboriginal 
groups in Canada have 
expressed their "grave 
concern" over the agree- 

the prime minister. 

The letter details con¬ 
cerns regarding "the 
adverse impact of the 
provisions of the agree¬ 
ment upon Aboriginal 
people". It is signed by 
George Erasmus, Assem¬ 
bly of First Nations; Louis 
(Smokey) Bruyere, Native 
Council of Canada; Sam 
Sinclair. Metis National 
Council and Zebedee 
Nungak, Inuit Committee 
on National Issues. 

Warning that the 
Accord’s proposed consti- 
tutional amendments 
"will have, or are likely to 
have severe consequences 
for Canada's Aboriginal 
people", the letter says 
these "fundamental prob- 

ily addressed", prior to 
entrenching these amend¬ 
ments in the Constitution. 

In addition to highlight¬ 
ing their concerns over the 
potential impact of the 
Accord on Aboriginal 
people, the Native leaders 
write, the letter is also 
intended "to emphasize 
our support in principle 
for Quebec and for 
appropriate constitutional 
consensus in Canada" 
and "to put forward prop¬ 


osals that accomodate 

without impending equit¬ 
able constitutional agree¬ 
ment towards a stronger 
and more united Canada." 

The letter takes the 
prime minister to task for 
denying the four Aborigi¬ 
nal groups "the crucial 
opportunity to protect our 
basic rights and interests” 
by rejecting their request 
to participate in the 
Meech Lake constitu¬ 
tional negotiations on the 
grounds that the meeting 
“will not have a direct 
bearing on Aboriginal or 
Treaty rights, or on 
governments' relation 
ships with Canada's Abo¬ 
riginal peoples." 

Claiming that the 
results of the meeting 
showed that "mere assu¬ 
rances from government 
are never enough" The 
leaders charge that “des¬ 
pite the federal trust 
responsibility concerning 
Aboriginal peoples, the 
federal government failed 
to prevent the far- 
reaching impacts of the 
Meech Lake Accord from 
affecting the rights and 
status of Aboriginal peo¬ 
ples. If the Meech Lake 
Accord proceeds unal¬ 
tered. the prospects for 

economic, cultural and 
politicaldevelopment 
within Canada will likely 
be substantially dimin¬ 
ished" 

The letter says that the 
leaders foresee a number 
of specific adverse conse¬ 
quences for Aboriginal 
people if the Accord is 
entrenched in the Con- 

I. Untenable distortion 
of Canada’s history, if 


Canada is to be described 
in the Constitution in 
terms of French-speaking 
and English-speaking 
Canada, with this dualism 
entrenched as “a funda¬ 
mental characteristic of 
Canada" to be preserved 
by Parliament and the 
provincial legislatures. 

"By omitting approp¬ 
riate reference to Aborig¬ 
inal peoples and our lan¬ 
guages and cultures," the 
letter says, “the historical 
reality of Canada will be 
further distorted in Cana¬ 
da’s Constitution. The 
elevation of the status of 
your own culture and the 
glaring omission of the 
original peoples of this 
country from this essential 
constitutional context can 
serve to seriously affect 
future interpretations of 
our own status and rights. 
Moreover, such a narrow 
view of Canada in only 


purposes. Aboriginal 
societies are not distinct or 
else they would have been 
expressly identified along 
with Quebec (Franco¬ 
phones) in the Con- 

“As you would agree," 
the leaders write to Mul¬ 
roney, "the continued 
existence of our distinct 
societies within Canada is 
a compelling basis for 
ensuring Aboriginal self- 
government. which you 
and other First Ministers 
claim to support. By omit¬ 
ting proper reference to 
our distinct Aboriginal 

necessarily subjecting us 
to possible adverse politi¬ 
cal and legal consequen- 

i. Impact ofdecenlrali- 

terms of the Accord creat¬ 
ing a major shift toward 



"The Canadian public, churches, national 
labour unions and others urge government to 
deal openly and fairly with the Aboriginal 
peoples of Canada. We deeply appreciate this 
broad support... 


English and French terms 
serves to encourage unac- 
ceptable attitudes of 
assimilation in regard to 
Aboriginal cultures." 

2. Inadequate recogni¬ 
tion of Canada's distinct 
societies. The letter says 
“it is unacceptable that 
explicit constitutional 
recognition of distinct 
societies within Canada 
be unfairly limited to 
Quebec. This could lead 
to a future interpretation 
that, for constitutional 


power and control. "This 

greater decentralization 
within Canada will con¬ 
tinue when the Second 
Round First Ministers 
Conference lake place." 
the letter predicts. 

"If federal powers are 
to be increasingly weak¬ 
ened in favor of the pro¬ 
vinces without including 
Aboriginal protections," 
the letter says, "we believe 
that the ability of the fed¬ 
eral government to exer¬ 


cise its trust responsibility 
at least in practical terms 
will be significantly 

4 Provincial opting- 

cost programs. “If nal 
ional programs are estab¬ 
lished in the future in 
areas of exclusive provin¬ 
cial jurisdiction. uneven 
standards may result in 
different parts of Canada 
should one or more pro¬ 
vinces pot out. An opting- 

have to meet national 
criteria or standards in its 
own program, but only 
has to undertake its own 
‘initiative’ or program 
compatible with national 
objectives." 

"Appropriate socio¬ 
economic programs are 
vital to Aboriginal com- 


"yel there is no assurance 

within provinces that opt 
nut of national programs 

national programs. Nor is 
there any guarantee that 
all of the reasonable 
compensation’ received 
by an opting-oul province 
from the federal govern¬ 
ment would in fact be 
used for the same overall 
purpose as Ihe national 
program.” 

5. Opportunities for 
provincehood in the Terri¬ 
tories virtually eliminated. 
With Ihe creation of new 
provinces in the future 
requiring the unanimous 
consent of Parliament and 
the provincial legislatures, 
"Aboriginal peoples and 
continued on page 4 
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Letters To The Editor 


In the last two weeks, 
we have lost around 
$40,000 worth of work for 
the Nicola Valley Sand 
Gravel and Ready Mix 
Ltd. (NVSG). As a share¬ 
holder of this company, 
I’m very upset 

The chief and counsel 
should have stated we 
were in the dog pits some 
time ago. The Depart¬ 
ment of Indian Affairs 
(DIA) has been of no help 
either. The Dl A is the dog 
pits itself. We need help, 
but there is no help for 
NVSG. We need dollars, 
too, for we natives to 

When we asked the 
Nicola Valley Indian 
Administration for help 
on this matter, their faces 
turn the other way. We 
don't exist! Hell, where do 
we turn. Some people 
out there may see that all 
Indians are not outcasts. 

Now, we have the 
white man laughing in 
our faces, saying that, 
"hell, we knew the Indi¬ 
ans couldn't do it" The 
Indians were doing fine in 
1985-86. We had work 
for whoever needed a 
job. There's work out 
there, but no support 
from the chief or district of 
the Nicola Valley. This is 
a shame because the 
work is there. And now all 
our equipment has been 
seized by the bailiff! 

I would like to see the 
DIA work as hard as we 


have worked. Let them 
put a little mud, dirt and 
cement on their faces, 
get half run-over by a 
truck, then go home after 
work and say, "I had a 
good day at work." 

I sit back and wonder 
how we Indians get off by 
disputing amongst one 
another. Hey, I'm not 
against the white man, 
but as Indians, we can 
work too. 

Fourty thousand dol¬ 
lars worth of work was 
lost for Nicola Valley 
Sand Gravel Ltd. Here 
was work for the Indian 
people. Having some 
pride and sitting back 
doing nothing is hard to 
take. This chick is not 
going to sit back and do 
nothing. I'm pleading for 
help or some support 
from fellow tribes out 
there. If I had the dollars, I 
would try and run this 
business. 

As for Don Moses, I 
have never in my time, 
seen a Liberal give up on 
his fellow Indian. But this 
man just did. and that 
made me mad and very 
sad. He just threw our 
paper on the floor and 
gave up! 

We do need the jobs 
they have for us out 
there. As a labour worker, 

I would like to know what 
Indians are supposed to 
do for summer jobs. I 
sure as hell am not going 
on social assistance. 


They would put you 
through the meat grinder 
before they would give 
you any help. I would 
rather go to work than go 
to the meat grinder. 

They have already 
closed down Nicola Val¬ 
ley Construction, where 
some of the five area 
bands worked for years. 
Now NVSG has fallen! 
We re already a laughing 
stock to the community, 
and we are just making 
matters worse by doing 
nothing. Well, I am not sit¬ 
ting back on this one. 

I am going back to 
school to further my edu¬ 
cation. I have completed 
Math, English, Success 
Orientation and Word 
Processing. Now I am 
taking Accounting, Busi¬ 
ness Management, Lotus 
1 -2-3 Computer Studies 
and English 2. This is 
hard work and I am no 
spring chick. I find going 
to school a change from 
a still life. 

I am a woman, mother 
and grandmother of the 
Lower Nicola Valley 
Band. I have worked all 
my dear life to serve my 
family in this world. I 
would do it all over again. 
There is not a thing that I 
would change in my life. 
This letter may have me 
lose all I own, like my 
1987 Chevy car and my 
home. 

Elaine Sterling 


Aquaculture Industry 
in B.C. On The Rise 


Aquaculture is very 
probably the fastest grow- 
ing industry in British 
Columbia today; 


Whether or not that is 
true, one fact is inescapa¬ 
ble; aquaculture in gen¬ 
eral, and salmon farming 
in particular, generates 
real economic growth. 

And it is for that reason 
that a number of Native 
bands are looking to 
aquaculture as a logical 
way to broaden their eco- 
)mic base. 

Salmon farming is but 
le sector of the aquacul- 
ire industry, the other 
major ones being trout 
farming and shellfish 
farming, primarily oys- 
Other aquaculture 
products, such as sable 
fish, abalone, plant mari- 
culture, and others are 
attracting growing inter- 
t within the industry. 
There is little doubt that 
ithin 10 years, aquacul- 
rc will be a major indus¬ 
try in British Columbia, 
generating significant 
new direct and indirect 
employment, a strong ser- 
and supply industry, 
and hundreds of millions 
of dollars in export 
earnings. 


At present, salmon 
farming is the largest and 
fastest growing segment 
of the province's aquacul¬ 
ture industry, and is an 
area of particular interest 
to the B.C. Aboriginal 
Peoples’ Fisheries Com¬ 
mission (BCAPFC). 

One of BCAPFC’s 
mandates is to foster 
Native participation. The 
Commission has com¬ 
pleted detailed feasibility 
studies and a 10-year 
development plan, to¬ 
gether with an action plan 
to access existing sources 
of technical and financial 
resources available 
through government 
agencies. 

Late last year, the B.C. 
Salmon Farmers Associa¬ 
tion (BCSFA) initiated 
discussions with the 
Native Affairs Branch, 
Department of Fisheries 
and Oceans (DFO), to 
explore areas in which the 
Association might assist 
Native bands to become 
involved in salmon farm¬ 
ing. 

The most promising 
area of mutual involve¬ 
ment appear to be tech¬ 
nology transfer, man¬ 
agement practices, and 
marketing. Some Associ¬ 


ation members, and oth¬ 
ers in the aquaculture 
industry, resist the idea of 
large government subsi¬ 
dies being used to launch 
Native aquaculture opera- 

Large capital grants 
could disrupt ffee-market 
forces by creating subsid¬ 
ized fish farms that pay no 
capital or interest charges, 
a decided advantage over 
market-financed farms. 

But even that challenge 
does not appear to be 
insurmountable, espe¬ 
cially if marketing can be 
properly coordinated. 

That approach to mar¬ 
keting is perhaps the most 
critical factor in the future 
viability of salmon farm¬ 
ing in B.C., as the industry 
becomes truly interna¬ 
tional in scope. Right now, 
B.C. salmon fanners are 
competing for markets 
with farmers in Norway, 
Scotland, Ireland, New 
Zealand, Chile and other 

World-wide competi¬ 
tion will continue to get 
tougher and smarter, and 
the BCSFA is determined 
to see that its members are 
well equipped to win their 
share of domestic and 
overseas markets. • 


Funding Cutbacks Hurt 
Blood Tribe 


by Mary Keller 

A 15 percent cutback 
in funding, anticipated by 
all departments of the 
Blood Tribe Administra¬ 
tion. has created havoc for 
several introductory pro¬ 
grams. 

Blair First Rider, who 
was recently appointed as 
coordinator of the Blood 
Tribe Protection Services 
(BTPS), said serious 
underfunding could even¬ 
tually lead the organiza¬ 
tion into a desparate 
situation. 

"The general consen¬ 
sus of the band seems to 
be, to get by with as little 
as possible," said First 
Rider. "But this should not 
apply to our field, consid¬ 
ering the kind of vital ser- 


ambulance and security 
programs, and firefighting 
for the Blood Reserve. 


With a population of 
about 66,000, the band 
lives in an area approxi¬ 
mately 500 square miles. 

BTPS now operates out 
of a brand new building in 
Stand Off. Two firetrucks 
and three ambulances 
stand ready for action 24 
hours a day. Because of 
funding limitations, how¬ 
ever, there are only three 
men on duty for each 
eight-hour shift. 

That manpower restric¬ 
tion could eventually lead 

should there be an ambu¬ 
lance call, the firefighter 
would be required to 
accompany the driver as 
attendant, leaving the 
security guard alone to 
man the post. If another 
fire call was to be received, 
.there would be almost 
nothing the sole worker in 
the office could do. • 


"Happy Pow Wow Days!” 

RAY’S ELECTRIC 

St. Paul, Alberta 
• Residential • Commercial 

645-5536 

Mobile XJ3-805S 


You’re invited to... 
Ccrpe-Aloi^a ai>d Ccr>£a 
at the 11th Annual 


RESlTVkL 

August 2nd and 3rd 

in beautiful Hawrelak Park 

Join in the challenge to beat the Guinness Record 
tor the World's longest Conga dance line' 

And. while you're part ot making history, expe¬ 
rience the tood. dance, music, crafts and cultures 
of the world 

Admission is Free 

For information call: (403) 433-FEST 
"Canada's Kaleidoscope of Culture" 

Sponsored by the Edmonton Heritage Festival Association 


Wolverine Ford 


Complete Authorized Ford Dealer 
Petro Canada Service Station • Honda Dealer 
• Propane Riling Depot 

High Level 926-2291 
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i Meech Lake... continued from page 1 


others in the Territories 
will not determine their 
own political destiny. Any 
single province will have 
the power to veto the 
establishment of new 
provinces. 

“Why are First Minis¬ 
ters entrenching this injus¬ 
tice in the Constitution?” 
the letter asks, noting that 
at Meech Lake, “First 
Ministers had no difficulty 
reaching an agreement on 
this matter to the severe 
detriment of the Aborigi¬ 
nal peoples in the Territo¬ 
ries and in their absence." 

6. Senate reform hopes 
dashed. “While Aborigi¬ 
nal self-government con¬ 
tinues to be a foremost 
priority," the letter says, 
“Senate reform has also 
been viewed by many 
Aboriginal groups as a 
possible means of provid¬ 


ing Aboriginal represen¬ 
tation in Canada's politi¬ 
cal institutions. However, 
the proposed unanimous 
consent of Parliament and 
the provincial legislatures 
may make satisfactory 
reform of the Senate unat¬ 
tainable. “Should Senate 
reform actually take 
place, provinces would 
likely use their veto power 
in a manner that ensures 
increased provincial con¬ 
trol, rather than guaran¬ 
teeing Aboriginal peoples 
adequate and direct 
representation. 

7. Future FMCs ex¬ 
clude Aboriginal peoples. 
Expressing concern over 
the exclusion of Aborigi¬ 
nal representatives from 
future First Minister Con¬ 
ferences, the letter pre¬ 
dicts that such conferen¬ 
ces on the Constitution 


and the economy in the 
future “will likely serve to 
consolidate provincial 
powers and control." 

The letter says that “it is 
vital that Aboriginal peo¬ 
ples participate in all mat¬ 
ters affecting them at 
future FMCs or else risk 
the very real possibility 
that Aboriginal rights, 
interests, status and aspi¬ 
rations may be further 
undermined. For exam¬ 
ple, we find it incredible 
that the First Ministers are 
planning to discuss fisher¬ 
ies in the absence of Abo- 
riginal peoples when 
every government in 
Canada knows that fish¬ 
ing is an Aboriginal, and 
in some areas a Treaty 
right. “The prime minister 
repeatedly suggests that a 
FMC on Aboriginal mat¬ 
ters would be convened if 


■ A-1 ■ 

AUTO PARTS 


Transmissions, 
Motors, Tires, 
Wheels, 
Differentials, 
Radiators, Brake 
Parts & More 

743-6337 

743-6340 

BOX 8014 
FORT McMURRAY 
3.2 km South on Hwy. 63 


Mk WASSCO 

HP SHEET METAL 

• HEATING • AIR CONDITIONING 

• VENTILATION • HUMIDIFIERS 

• AIR CLEANERS 


328-6090 


CLASSIC CERAMIC 
& MARBLE LTD. 


BEAUTIFUL ITALIAN TILE AND MARBLE 

M 962*8633 mm 

15 ALBERTA AVE„ SPRUCE GROVE 


The Glenbow Shop 



Also Awiluble 

The gentle Persuader - 
A Biography of James Gladstone, 
Indian Senator 

hy Hi v h A Dempvy. $N us 


ol Car 


Indian 


. complete catalogue of Gicntw 


MACLEOD’S 


Plumbing Supplies 
Elecliieul Supplies 
Ptiiiil & Accessories 
Automotive Supplies 
Spoiling Goods 


1 Bedding 


562-8253 


it could be shown that the 
necessary consensus for 
constitutional amend¬ 
ment can be attained. 
However, no similar con¬ 
dition has been imposed 
on First Ministers who 
wish to discuss provincial 
concerns at future FMCs, 
despite the lack of agree¬ 
ment on some of those 
concerns in the pasL 

"It is important to 
emphasize that the Abo¬ 
riginal agenda set out in 
the 1983 Constitutional 
Accord on Aboriginal 
Rights must still be com¬ 
pleted," the letter emphas- 

firmly believe that FMCs 
on other fundamental 
issues in Canada are 
likely to result in profound 
impacts on Aboriginal 
peoples. Therefore, we 
request out direct invol¬ 
vement in such talks... 
(and) we urge First Minis¬ 
ters to ensure our partici¬ 
pation in the upcoming 
First Ministers Confer¬ 
ence concerning the 
Meech Lake Accord." 

As for Aboriginal sup¬ 
port for Quebec and 
federal-provincial con¬ 
sensus, the letter says “it is 
important to emphasize 
that the Aboriginal peo¬ 
ples of Canada have con¬ 
sistently encouraged and 
continue to encourage 
Quebec’s full participa¬ 
tion in the constitutional 
reform process" and “we 
fully support the achieve¬ 
ment of federal-prov¬ 
incial consensus in Canada. 

wish to make it clear that 
the rights and status of 
Aboriginal peoples must 
not be prejudiced in any 
way whatsoever, if and 
when First Ministers 
reach agreement on any 
constitutional or other 
fundamental matters.” 

The letter notes that 
"for many months, the 
Aboriginal Peoples of 
Quebec Task Force on 


GREETINGS... 

To the Native Families 

c.v. 

Construction 

■ Livestock Farm 

■ Grain Farm 

■ Site Clearing 

■ Cat Work 

■ Back Hoe 

981-2156 

Paddle Prairie. Alta. 
Lawrence Villenueve. 


requested meetings with 
the Quebec government 
to discuss Quebec’s con¬ 
stitutional positions and 
their potential effects on 
Aboriginal peoples. These 
requests for meaningful 
consultation were repeat¬ 
edly ignored or denied." 

The letter says that 
"Aboriginal leaders re- 
main convinced that 
major Aboriginal con¬ 


cerns can be readily 
accomodated within the 
framework of the Meech 
Lake Accord, “and puts 
forward the following 
solutions for further 
consideration: 

1. Explicit constitu¬ 
tional recognition of Abo¬ 
riginal peoples as distinct 
societies that also consti¬ 
tute a “fundamental char¬ 
acteristic of Canada"; 

2. A guarantee that the 
constitutional amend¬ 
ments arising out of the 
Meech Lake Accord will 
not abrogate or derogate 
from the rights or status of 
Aboriginal peoples; 

3. A guarantee that the 
opting-out provisions do 
not in any way prevent 
Aboriginal peoples from 
access to any national 
programs, or that their 
right to administer such 
programs for themselves 
is not prejudiced; 

4. Repeal of the 1982 
Constitution Act, so as to 
allow the creation of new 
provinces in the Yukon 
and Northwest Territories 
to be determined by the 
people in the Territories 
and the federal govem- 


of Aboriginal peoples in 
Second Round FMCs on 
matters that affect them; 

6. Direct participation 
of Aboriginal peoples in 
the negotiation of consti¬ 
tutional provision arising 
out of the Meech Lake 
Accord on matters that 
affect them; 

7. Inclusion of a time¬ 
table for resumption of 
FMCs on Aboriginal and 
Treaty rights (as partly set 


out in the unfinished 
agenda in the 1983 Con¬ 
stitutional Accord on 
Aboriginal Rights). 

“We believe,” the letter 
concludes, “that the Con¬ 
stitution must stand as a 
symbol of hope and inspi¬ 
ration for Aboriginal peo¬ 
ples, as well as for other 
peoples of Canada. It 
must not be converted by 
First Ministers, whether 
intentionally or not, into 
an instrument that limits 
or oppresses us. It must 
not be made so rigid as to 
perpetuate the status quo 
and deny Aboriginal peo¬ 
ples equitable social and 
political development. 

“The Canadian public, 
churches, national labour 
unions and others urge 
governments to deal 
openly and fairly with the 
Aboriginal peoples of 
Canada. We deeply appre¬ 
ciate this broad support. 
The question that re- 
, mains, however, is whether 
the First Ministers of this 
country have the courage, 
conviction and political 
will to ensure the rightful 
place of Aboriginal peo¬ 
ples in Canada and not 
continue to perpetuate 
injustice.” • 


“By omitting appropriate reference to 
Aboriginal peoples and our languages and 
cultures," the letter says, ” the historical 
reality of Canada will be further distorted in 
Canada’s Constitution." 


5. Direct participation 
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U of A Native Students 
Receive Adrian Hope Award 


by Everett Lamben 

Four Native students 
have received awards 
named in honor of the late 
Metis elder. Adrian Hope. 

The four had all been 
students in different 
Native Studies classes 
offered through the School 
of Native Studies (SNS), a 
recent addition to the 


doing a senior year at the 
U of A. 

The lucky lady receiv¬ 
ing the cash was Lori Too- 
toosis from the Pound- 
maker Reserve in Sask¬ 
atchewan. Lori, who was 
doing her freshman year, 
received $500 and a cer¬ 
tificate for her perfor- 


Native Student Services 
(U of A), who is also a 
student at the U of A. 

The selection commit- 

dents' marks, work hand¬ 
ed in, attendance and 
financial need was also an 
important consideration. 

The School of Native 
Studies has just completed 
their first year of opera¬ 
tions and will expand their 
course offerings this fall. 
(The School can be 
reached at 432-2991). 


Adrian Hope was a 
leader in the Metis Asso¬ 
ciation of Alberta and was 
also very active in Metis 
Settlement politics. He 
was often referred to as 
the “Ambassador” of the 
Metis People. He died on 
the Kikino Metis Settle¬ 
ment in the early part of 
1986. 

This is the second year 
the Award has been 
presented. 

Congratulations every- 


University of Alberta. 

In the Native Studies 
(NS) 101 class, a introduc¬ 
tory course in the Cree 
language taught by Emily 
Hunter, Robert Lindsay 
was given $250 and a cer¬ 
tificate. Lindsay is from 
Edmonton and was in his 
freshman year at the 
University. 

The Native Studies 
(NS) 201 class, is also a 
Cree course taught by 
Hunter at the intermediate 
level. Two students were 

class. Mary Rizzoli, from 
the Lac la Biche area, was 
given a Cree book as an 
honorary award. She 
shared top marks with her 
classmate who received 
the cash portion of the 
award. Mary also teaches 
Native Studies at AVC 


Native Studies 300 
looked at the issues and 
gave insights of contem¬ 
porary Canadian Native 
peoples. It looked at their 
history, languages, polit¬ 
ics, legislation, etc. The 
awardee in this class was 
Cheryl Arcand-Kootenay 
from the nearby Alex¬ 
ander Indian Band Arcand- 
Kootenay completed a 

sity and is looking at 
entering law studies in the 
future. She also received a 
$500 award as well as a 
certificate. 

The SNS administered 
the awards. The selection 
committee consisted of 
Emily Hunter. SNS 
Cree Instructor, Richard 
Price, SNS Director, Jane 
Martin. SNS Administra¬ 
tive Assistant and Jean- 


LEMIRE 

GENERAL 

STORE 

Box 500, Jean Cote, AB 
Phone 323-4379 



JJitltint ^funeral |Monu> 


Serving Lesser Slave Lake and Grande Prairie 
areas with monuments, flowers and funeral services. 

Brian Wilton, President 


FORT ROAD 
REPO & 
STORAGE 


LARGE SELECTION 
OF USED CARS & 
TRUCKS 


• 24 HOUR SERVICE 


Prices Starting at 
$150 and up 



101 - 4th Avenue S.E, 10016 - 102 Avenue 

Slave Lake, Alberta Grande Prairie, Alberta 

849-5433 538-4646 




Approx. 50 Units 
to Choose From 

479-2776 

12560 Fort Road 
Edmonton, Alberta 


DJ.'s Class Glass Ltd. 

20% 

Glass & Mirrors 
Coupon 

With Coupon 

10% 

Windshield Coupon 

With Coupon 

Good Until Aufjust 31 


DOOR PRIZE 

With every purchase, enter your name for a chance to 
win a decorative mirror valued at $150.00 

D.J.’s 

Classic Glass Ltd. 

Located at the Former Bus Depot 
10101 -100 Avenue, Peace River 

624-4900 


CASTLEDOWNS 
SHOE REPAIR 

We sell western footwear, skates, 
crafts, and much, much more... 
Repairs for men and ladies 
footwear, jackets and purses. 

We also replace zippers. 

We Sharpen and Repair Skates • 

CASTLEDOWNS 
SHOE REPAIR 

11812 - 145 Avenue 
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A Chance At A University Education 


by Ann Prideuux 

“It changed my life." Cassandra (Long) Lind was 
talking about the Sunrise Project and her chance at a 
university education. 

She was living in Slave Lake and was “a new single 
parent. I thought 1 had no options. All I could see was a 
low paying job and maintaining myself from pay 
check to pay check. And then I heard about the Sunrise 
Project." 

The Sunrise Project, initiated by Lloyd Carswell of 
the Special Sessions Office in response to a request 
from Slave Lake, began in January, 1983. It was 
designed to bring university courses to Slave Lake to 
enable native and non-native students to begin a uni¬ 
versity career while staying close to their families and, 
in some cases, jobs. The goal of the program is to 
provide core courses which will lead to a variety of 
full-time programs on campus — primarily Arts, Edu¬ 
cation, Science, Nursing, and Physical Education and 
Recreation. 

The Project is the culmination of efforts by the 
community of Slave Lake, the Special Sessions Office 
of the Faculty of Extension, and Athabasca University. 
The first graduates received their degrees last year 
with four more graduating this year —all from the 
University of Alberta. 

Cassandra Lind was one of the two graduates last 
year and the first one to graduate with honors. She 
received an Arts degree with a major in Psychology. 

Graduating this year are Lena Auger with a Bache¬ 
lor of Arts in Sociology and a minor on Philosophy; 
Hilma Noskey and Jackie Sander, both with Bachelor’s 



WE BUY & SELL 
NEW & USED 

• PIPE • ANGLE IRON • STEEL PLATE 
• TUBING • CHANNEL IRON • HARDWARE 


743-4618 


Box 8257, Fort McMurray, Alberta 


of Education in Elementary Education, and Kim 
Hodge, Bachelor of Arts. 

The success of this program can be measured not 
only by these successful graduates but also by the 
number of students who have been part of the project 
either on a full-time or part-time basis. Since 1983, 
128 full-time and 78 part-time students have taken 
courses in Slave Lake. Many Sunrise students have 
transferred to the University of Alberta, while some 
have gone on to the University of New Brunswick, 
Athabasca, the University of Calgary, and Grant 
McEwan. To date, according to Darlene Lamouche, 
Co-ordinator of the Project in Slave Lake, 33 students 
have registered for next fall's courses and “we expect 
10 more for a total of 43.” These figures represent 
almost one percent of the total Slave Lake population. 

As with many university students, the students who 
begin their studies with the Sunrise Project overcome 
many obstacles —financial problems, personal and 
family problems, low self-esteem. To assist with these 
problems, the Sunrise Project has an intensive, local 
support system. David O’Leary, seconded from the 
Alberta Vocational Centre in Grouard, provides per¬ 
sonal and academic counselling. Rand Simpson is the 
Study Skills Counsellor who works with students on 
their writing skills, helps with assignments and tutors 
those who need help. 

Most Sunrise students are admitted to the University 
of Alberta as non-matriculated students, yet, according 
to Lloyd Carswell, Director of Special Sessions, the 
drop out rate is very low. “The instructors, most of 
whom are University of Alberta academic staff, are 
very enthusiastic about the success of the students. 
They say that the Sunrise students do as well, and in 
many cases better than, the matriculated students in 
the same courses held on campus.” 

Coming to the University can be scary, as Hilma 
Noskey commented. “I enjoyed going to Slave Lake,” 
she said. ”1 didn’t want to go to Edmonton because 
going to the University was scary, but at Slave Lake, I 
got rid of any fear about university.” She is now con- 


AURORA 

THEATRE 


Theatre 836-3228 
Residence 836-3777 


"Complete Metal Container Service Available" As of May 3, 

Showtime is 9:00 p.m. each night. 




PUBLICATIONS 


MAGAZINE & NEWSPAPER PUBLISHERS 









“Look For Us On Newstands Everywhere” 

* TO ADVERTISE * 

In Northern Alberta Phone 1-800-661-3960 
In Southern Alberta Phone 1-800-332-1184 


tinuing her teaching in adult upgrading through 

Advanced Education where she worked before 
becoming a Sunrise student. “I needed a B.Ed. so that I 
could teach my own classes, says the former Education 
Technician, “ and now I have it.” 

The Sunrise Project is “a logical extension of the 
off-campus activities of the University of Alberta," 
says Carswell. “We offer the same content, with the 
same standards, and often with the same instructors, as 
are offered on campus." 

The Sunrise Project has been so successful that there 
are similar programs being initiated with the Yello- 
whead Tribal Council in Spruce Grove and the Blue 
Quills School in St. Paul. 

Since the aim of the Project is to offer core courses, 
Athabasca University and the University of Alberta 
each offer the courses they are able to provide. “Atha¬ 
basca and the University of Alberta pay the instruc¬ 
tional costs — honoraria, travel costs, etc. — and the 
Sunrise Board pays the local costs — classrooms and 
local support services," Carswell comments. “The 
Board gets money from anywhere it can. The Sawridge 
Band pays for many of the students’ tuition. 

Cassandra Lind expressed what many of the stu¬ 
dents and staff think when she said, "The Sunrise 
Project deserves encouragement. It fights for funding 
all the time. We just hope the funds won’t be cut." 

Having been so successful with their university 
work, both Cassandra and Lena Auger want to con¬ 
tinue their studies. As with many of the Sunrise stu¬ 
dents, neither Cassandra nor Lena are working in their 
chosen fields. Cassandra is now working with the 
Worker’s Compensation Board but she wants to work 
towards a master's degree in social work. After she 
gets married and takes some time off, Lena wants to 
find a job in Slave Lake in social work and then “go 
back to school for my BSW.” Cassandra, who is cur¬ 
rently volunteering with the Sexual Assault Centre, 
wants to go into counselling "with women who are 
rape or incest victims or become a family counsellor.” 

Jackie Sander hopes to be working this fall in her 
chosen field as an elementary teacher in the North¬ 
lands School Division. It was always her desire, she 
commented, to “come back North to teach." Thus she 
will be fulfilling one of the Sunrise objectives to pro¬ 
vide Northerners with university access in the hopes 
that they will come back to work in the North. 

For northern students far from university campuses 
who feel they have no options for a better way of life, 
the Sunrise Project, with its high commitment to aca¬ 
demic and personal success, provides options. This 
unique program hopefully will enable future students 
to say, “It changed my life." • 
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Sales & Service 

• Manufacturer of Care Centre I 
NurseCall and Security System 

• Inspection and Maintenance Contracts 
of Fire Alarm Systems 

• Industrial, Commercial, Residential, 
Institutional 

• Fire Alarms, Emergency Lighting 

• Intercommunication Systems — CCTV 

• Security — Clock Systems 
— GS Portalac Batteries 

• Government Approved Technicians 

• 24 HOUR SERVICE 

FREE CONSULTATION 

465-0220 
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Native Art Competition 
Winners Announced 


by John Copley 

EDMONTON-Win¬ 
ners have been announc¬ 
ed in the fourth annual 
Native art competition 
sponsored by the Alberta 
Indian Arts and Crafts 
Society. 

The top prize of a 
$5,000 scholarship was 
awarded to Kim McLain, 
23, for his portrait in 
acrylics entitled “Victoria 
May". 

First runner-up was 
Farron Callihoo, who col¬ 
lects $ 1,000 to be used for 
art supplies, for his pen 
and ink drawing. Second 


by Jim Estes 

The Education Commit¬ 
tee of the Cowichan 
Indian Band is currently 
updating native study 
programs for the upcom¬ 
ing school year, starting 
this September. The 
committee is also plan¬ 
ning a precedent-setting 
native exchange program. 

Philomena Alphonse, 
committee coordinator, 
received school board 
assistance for a curricu¬ 
lum development project 
— initiated almost two 
years ago by the band. 
And to help her organize a 
collection of native visual 
aid materials, and meet 
with local native instruc¬ 
tors, Maple Bay teacher, 
Peter Elliot has been 
given a leave of absence 
from his regular teaching 


runner-up for her large oil 
painting'was Marilyn 
Fraser-King, who re¬ 
ceives a $500 art supplies 
gift certificate. 

The first winner of a 
new award of $500 
offered for the first time 
this year for three- 
dimensional works of art 
was Murray Ashley of 
Calgary, who entered a 
carved wooden mask 
decorated with moose- 
hair tufting and bead- 

The four member jury 
spent seven hours picking 
the winners from more 
than 320 entries by 56 


The curriculum devel¬ 
opment program was 
originally designed to 
enhance social study 
courses for Grade 8 stu¬ 
dents. Now that funding 
has been secured through 
the Secretary of State, 
program objectives will 
be met. 

Alphonse is also sup¬ 
portive of a September 
Open House Canada 
exchange, involving 10 
students from Quamichan 
Middle School, and a sim¬ 
ilar number from Long 
Plains, Manitoba. Local 
students will receive fed¬ 
eral government funding 
during their participation 
in the program. In addi¬ 
tion, the Cowichan School 
Board is kicking in $500 
in transportation costs. • 


artists. The four judges 
were prominent Native 
artist Alex Janvier. Lynn 
Fahlman, owner of the 
Front Gallery; Harry Sav¬ 
age, prominent Edmon¬ 
ton artist and art educa¬ 
tor. and Phyllis Matousek 
of the Edmonton Journal. 

In addition to the 
winners, the judges 
selected a number of 
artists for honourable 
mention whose work 
scored nearly as high as 
the winners. They are 
Sam Warrior, Murray 
Ashley, George Little- 
child, Maurice Louison, 
Bruce Omeasoo, Gerri 
Stonechild, Lauren Wut- 
tinee, Alex Desjarlais, 
Melvyn Benson and Anita 

An exhibition of 170 
works by 37 artists has 
been selected from the 
entries for the Asum 
Mena Alberta Native Art 
Festival to be held at the 
Front Gallery, 12302 
Jasper Avenue, Edmon¬ 
ton, from July 31 to 
August 29. 

The exhibition will also 
feature the work of the 
three previous winners of 
the competition, Jane Ash 
Poitras, Roy Jack Salo- 
pree and Faye Heavy 
Shield, and prominent 
Native artists Joane 
Cardinal-Schubert and 
Alex Janvier. 

Asum Mena is Cree for 
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24 Hour Answering 
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Red Willow 
Car & Tire 
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Fort Chip Indian Gets to 
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by John Copley 







OUR 

SERVICES ARE 

' CHARTER & TRAINING 


ATHABASCA 


675-2502 


Dumont 
Bus Lines Ltd* 

"Your Child’s Safety 
Is Our Business" 

Call us for your Field Trips 
or Regular Bussing 


943-2232 


LLOYD’S AND FRANK'S 
BACKHOE SERVICE LTD. 


Phone 675-2762 

Box 211, Athabasca, AB TOG 0B0 


□ A&M C 
TRANSPORT 



Phone 323-4496 


Phone 323-4218 


FOUND THAT PART? 
NEED IT 
INSTALLED? 

Full Line of Used Parts 
Engines Installed from *175 
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Pixie Photo 
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• Complete Line of Photofinishing 
• Processing C-41 Rolls -1 Day Senrice 
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• All Types of Film, Albums & Photo Books 
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IAA Unhappy — > 






ing of Indian child care 3. The intent of ne 




spec" Fund°would "have policy dards. aherewill be no 


circumstances to be 
Continued on page !4 
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• Fast. Courteous Service 
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^RADIATOR LTD. 
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U of A Presents 
Native Students 
Award 

by Everett Lambert 

The University of 
Alberta has awarded four 
students for outstanding 
achievement in the 1986- 
87 winter session. 

The Stan Daniels 
Award was given to 
Jackie Saunders, origi¬ 
nally from the High Level 
area of northern Alberta. 
A single parent, Jackie 
was doing her final year 
in a Bachelor of Educa¬ 
tion program. The award 
also included a $200.00 
cash component. I remem¬ 
ber Jackie telling me she 
couldn't wait to complete 
her program and return to 
northern Alberta as a 

The award was named 


after the late Metis leader 
who was president of the 
Metis Association of 
Alberta throughout the 
1970’s. Daniel’s widow, 
Christine, heads up the 
White Braid Society, a 
powwow cultural dance 
group, which performs 
regularly. 

Yvonne Buffalo-Latoum- 
eau, originally from Hob- 
bema, Alberta, won 
$250.00 as part of the 
First People’s Award. 
Yvonne was doing a 

sity. This award is given 
to Status Indian students 
at the post-secondary 
level. 

Ruby Bird, who was 
also in an education pro¬ 
gram, won the Billy Mills 
Award along with 
$500.00. Billy Mills of 
course was the first Amer¬ 
ican Indian to win the 
gold medal in an Olympic 


event. Incidentally, Billy 
is now a successful busi¬ 
nessman in the U.S. and 
often travels to Canada as 
a guest speaker at Native 
conferences and events. 

All recipients were 
chosen on the basis of 
academic achievement as 
well as financial need. 

Jeannine Laboucane of 
Native Student Services, 
the university organiza¬ 
tion administering the 
awards, comments that 
funding is not secure for 
the Stan Daniels Award 
for the 1987-88 session. 
■She added that she would 
not want to phase it out, 
and hopes the community 
can correct the problem. 
The awards come in very 
handy for students who 
usually are forced to live 

Congratulations every- 

Happy Pow-Wow Days 
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FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL 
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Box 68, Hobbema, Alberta TOC 1 NO 
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business news 
New Native Publication 
Gets Support 


by Ennis Morris 


on concerned with Native busi- 


A new, free public 
ness is off the press. 

“Alberta Native Business News," which will be pub¬ 
lished twice yearly, is the creation of the Economic 
Development Discussion Group (EDDG). 

The 10-member EDDG was established seven or 
eight years ago and meets twice a year "to discuss what 
individual member companies are doing in regard to 
Native employment and business development. The 
individuals involved are from company purchasing 
departments, recruitment offices and Native relations 

U EDDG members supporting "Alberta Native Busi¬ 
ness News" include Nova, an Alberta Corporation, 
Peace Hills Trust, Esso Resources, Business Assistance 
for Native Albertans Corporation (BANAC), Syn¬ 
crude, Alberta Municipal Affairs, Husky, Trans-Alta 
Utilities, Indian Affairs and Shell Canada. 

In 1981, the EDDG sponsored a Native business 
opportunity conference in Edmonton, attended by 
more than 150 Native entrepreneurs and 35 resource 
companies. 

The new publication, which will print its second 


Chadi 

Enterprises Ltd* 


Box 18, Fort Chipewyan 


• Chadi General Store 
• M & J Fur Co. Ltd. 
• Chadi Construction Ltd. 

697-3777 

697-3619 


Happy Plow- Wow Days 

HILLTOP AUTO WRECKERS 

LET OUR 25 YEARS EXPERIENCE 
BE OF SERVICE 

aits for all names 9-5:30 Daily 

& trucks 9-12 Noon Sat. 

le vehicles After Hours 

RES. 624-8475 


624-4611 


349-5080 

Westlock, Alberta 

WE SELL: 

Tractors • Mix Mills • Miscellaneous Haying 
Equipment • Tillage Equipment • Grain Augers 

• Swathers • Drills • Balers • Haybines, mi 
& wagons • Combines • Manure Spreaders & pumps 

• Cars and trucks • Trailers • Recreational Vehicles 

• Industrial Equipment • Sprayers • Miscellaneous 

• Full Degelman Line • Local Dealer for Kelly Belt 

Discs • Sabsoilers 

Give Us A Call! 


issue in October, is published "for the use and enjoy¬ 
ment of Alberta’s Native community" and “will pres¬ 
ent stories of interest to Alberta’s growing network of 
Native entrepreneurs,” according to an editorial in the 
introductory issue. 

The editorial says the "The News”: will be inspira¬ 
tional, focussing on Native success stories; will be 
informative, showing how businesses manage in diffi¬ 
cult economic times; and will be educational, with 
advice columns of use in every-day situations. 

The first issue of the publication included an article 
on developing a business plan; a profile on Doug and 
Carol Golosky of Fort McMurray and their successful 
company, Clearwater Welding and Fabricating Ltd.; a 
survey on the effects of the recent recession on Native 
businesses; a story on Vicky Arcand's convenience 
store on the Alexander Reserve; a report on the boom¬ 
ing market for furs; the planned expansion of Pimee 
Well Servicing, and the development plans for the new 
Canadian Native Oil Corporation. 

To get on the mailing list for “Alberta Native Busi¬ 
ness News," write 501 , 10053 - 111 Street, Edmonton 
T5K 2H8. * 
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Edmonton, Alberta 


GROVE 
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LTD. 
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YEWCHIN’S 

FUNERAL CHAPEL LTD. 

Serving St. Paul and Area 

Pre-arranged Funeral Plans 
Florals - Monuments - Gravecovers 
Cremation Available 

,iohn & Caroline Yewchin 

645-5177 (24 hours) 

'201 • 50th Avenue 
Box 425, St. Paul, Alberta TOA 3A0 


start-up monies, as dis¬ 
tinct from education 
front-end funds, may be 
negotiated. The terms 
and conditions governing 
the delivery of the trans¬ 
ferred services, and the 
funding to be provided 
will be set out in a funding 
agreement between the 
parties. 

5. Both the department 
and the Indian authorities 
involved shall develop, 
within the transfer pro¬ 
cess, appropriate com¬ 
munication strategies. 

6. The department 
shall discuss with Indian 
authorities the continuing 
employment of depart¬ 
mental employees af¬ 
fected. The intent is to 
sustain the quality and 
level of service during 
transition through the ret¬ 
ention of skills and exper¬ 
tise vested in employees. 
Where it is demonstrated 
that this is not desired by 
the recipient or desired by 
the employee, the depart¬ 
ment shall ensure that 


wherever possible, alter¬ 
native employment oppor¬ 
tunities are provided to 
affected employees. 

7. Information on 
transfer processes will be 
made available to all 
affected personnel and 
their duly recognized 
bargaining authorities on 
the best procedures for 
dealing with affected 
personnel. 

It is specified in the 
plan that it "signifies a 
step for greater Indian 
control although it is not a 
direct link in the legisla¬ 
tive steps required for the 
establishment of Indian 
self-government.” 

Detailing the transfer 
principles, the plan speci¬ 
fies that the department 
“must manage the devo¬ 
lution resources to meet 
downsizing and devolu¬ 
tion objectives, which 
reduce the size of Indian 
and Inuit Affairs bureau¬ 
cracy while simultane¬ 
ously increasing the pro¬ 
portion of Indian admin¬ 
istered funds.” • 
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to serving you 
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Annual Festival Links Present to the Past 


The Native Education Centre is utilized for many activities. 


The First Peoples’ Cultural Festival was created by 
the Urban Native Indian Education Society at Van¬ 
couver in 1981. 

The Festival's purpose since its inception has been 
the sharing of traditional and contemporary Native 
culture with Indian and non-Indian people. 

The Festival is entering its 6th year and features a 
Native craft fair, a traditional northwest coast salmon 
barbeque, and an evening of performing arts. 


The performing arts portion of the Festival is also a 
centre of interest. Contemporary and traditional sin¬ 
gers, theatre groups, hoop dancers, traditional plains 
singers and dancers, northwest coast dance groups and 
Native people from as far as Chile have performed at 
the Festival. All the entertainers blend traditional 
Native values and beliefs into a highly professional 
performance that people of varying backgrounds can 
truly enjoy. 


Over the past five years, the First Peoples’ Cultural 
Festival has grown into British Columbia's largest 
annual Native Indian gathering. This years Festival 
date is May 30,1987, and will take place at the Capi- 
lano Longhouse on the Squamish Indian Reserve in 
North Vancouver. The longhouse itself makes the even¬ 
ing special, as it represents the long history and tradi¬ 
tions of northwest coast Native people. 

Tickets for the Festival, including the Salmon Bar¬ 
beque, are $15 for adults and $7.50 for children 5-12. 
They can be purchased from the Society at (604) 
873-3761. • 


Switzer Drugs (Hinton) Ltd. 


A captivating view from inside the Native Education Centre. 

Craftspeople come from all over Canada and the 

United States to sell a variety of Native arts and crafts 
items at the Festival. Silverjewelry, beadwork, northw¬ 
est coast Native art, woodcarvings, salish weaving and 
hand-made traditional drums are among the many 
beautiful Native goods. These are available for people 
interested in buying Native arts and crafts directly from 
the people who produce them. 


Obimow 
9(amakipayees 


SCOTT’S MEAT SHOP Ltd. 

• Custom Smoking 
• Freezer Orders 
. • Smoking. Curing & 

ARK? Sausage Making 

WILD OR DOMESTIC 


WE BUY HIDES 
ART and ALLAN 

m 623-7743 


“Enjoy this 
Summer’s POW-WOW 
Season” 


CONNORS FLEET SERVICE 
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Don’t Let Your House Eat Your Energy Dollars 
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Analysis: “The Indian View of 1885” 


by Everett Lambert 

"The Indian View of the 1885 Uprising", by A. Blair 
Stonechild has a unique perspective of the event. With 
both shortcomings and strongpoints. it offers a more 
balanced perspective of what occurred in 1885. 

The Shortcomings appear in the essay. There is the 
story told by Harry Michael, of Bcardy’s Reserve. This 
story is confusing. Michael explains how an Assiyiwin, 
was shot in the beginning of the battle at Duck Lake. 


"'■I' 1 "' 


at the re 


e. He is n 


by a Half-breed, ’ 

home or he will be shot. Then a third person, te 
Half-breed not to shoot. We are suddenly encoui 
by “two sides of people”, trying to “shoot each ( 

(p. 156). Although earlier, Assiyiwin had, upon return¬ 
ing, encountered 
talking”, this doet 
battle occurring. 


B4 U BUY 
GIVE US A TRY 


ADAMS 
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GMC TRUCKS 


Also, Stonechild states that: “The official interpreta¬ 
tion of the event at Duck Lake was that Beardy's Band 
had not joined the Rebellion, (willingly). With cre¬ 
dence, he adds that Michaels story adds a new and 
“entirely different view". However, Stonechild con¬ 
tinues, “...as one of Beardy's Headmen, he (Assiyiwin) 
probably shared Beardy's disassociation from Riel's 
activities...” It is not until later that Stonechild men¬ 
tions that “Chief Beardy had not ordered his men to 
support The Rebellion". Stonechild should make a 
clear and cohesive presentation. 

Then, we are presented with two points which add 
credence to the argument: that the Indians did not 
participate as wholeheartedly as the popular belief 
would hold. One is the discussion of Poundmaker’s 
conviction (p. 164). Stonechild states that Poundmak¬ 
er’s “...lack of...knowledge of either French or English 
put him at a great disadvantage." However, Reil's 
supporters had drawn up a letter for Poundmaker, 
which he endorsed; one can see how tenuous this 
evidence — which was used to hang Poundmaker 

Another strong point is the mentioning of Indians 
who escaped persecution (p. 167), which adds balance. 

The problem of clarity and cohesiveness should be 
corrected. However, the article is a necessary addition 
to the body of literature. It impresses upon the reader 
that there is indeed a third party and perspective 
involved. 1 feel that when studying such Native events 
all sides should be hears. We need more essays of this 
type. _"_* 

—i Alberta 

\\ Aqua-Tech Ltd. 

S Advanced Water 

__ Treatment Technology 

WATER PROBLEMS? 

Serving Alberta 

Softeners/Filters • Chlorination Systems 
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Indian Vs Metis Political 
Development in Alberta 


by Everett Lambert 

Comparing the Politics 
of Alberta Indians with 
Metis is much like com¬ 
paring the two's actual 
life. Both not only work 
toward the same goal, but 
their organizations have 
had similar beginnings 
and, at least once, have 
worked together. 

In the late 1920’s, 
meetings had taken place 
and Metis here, had long 
been discontent. They 
approached Joe Dion 
who agreed to help organ¬ 
ize. Dion travelled for two 
years gathering concerns 
of Metis in Alberta, espe¬ 
cially in the north. Later, 
other Metis became 
involved, e.g. John Brady. 
In 1932, the organization, 

runner of the present 


After prolonged lobby¬ 
ing the Alberta govern¬ 
ment struck the Ewing 
(Half-Breed) Commis¬ 
sion. After collecting 
concerns of the Metis, 
Ewing presented his 
report in 1936, recom¬ 
mending several ways in 
which to improve Metis 
life. 

From this was passed 
the Metis Betterment Act 
(1939). It provided for the 
eight present settlements. 
Life on these settlements 
is indeed improving. 
Housing, recreation, and 
health have all improved 
substantially. 

Indian development 
started at approximately 
the same time. Johnny 
Calihoo and Malcolm 
Norris (who was also 
involved in the Metis 
organizing) travelled 
gathering concerns. The 
Indians had similar con- 
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cerns: poverty, unem¬ 
ployment, education. 
They, however, were also 
concerned with the pater¬ 
nalistic legislation of the 
Indian Act. 

One of their first major 
accomplishments after 
their formal organization 
in 1936 was winning a 
court decision in 1957. 
The decision allowed 
some 110 Hobbema peo¬ 
ple to return to their 
reserve. They had been 
forced to leave because of 
accepting scrip. 

In 1963 the two organ¬ 
izations coordinated 
activities. Stan Daniels, 
president, along with the 
I.A.A.’s John Samson, 
hitch-hiked to Ottawa, 
with a string of sausages, 
to protest the deteriorat¬ 
ing lifestyle of people liv¬ 
ing at Fox Lake. 

Since this, the I.A.A. 
has produced the Red 
Paper, a counter proposal 
to the ’69 White Paper, 
which proposed “termi¬ 
nation of Indian status”. 
Most recently this group 
travelled to London, Eng¬ 
land prior to the patria- 
tion of the Canadian 
Constitution. They suc¬ 
cessfully lobbied the 
government to recognize 
Aboriginal rights. 


The apex of both 
organization’s achieve¬ 
ments in the recognition 
of “Metis" and “Indian” 
as Aboriginal peoples 
with aboriginal rights in 
the new constitution. 
However, these organiza¬ 
tions have other similari¬ 
ties: they shared the same 
growing pains; both had 


to do extensive travelling 
to organize; and when 
both leaders travelled to 
Ottawa it can be seen, in a 
very real way, the both 
had basically the same 
goal. Essentially, both are 
working toward improv- 
ing Native life in 
Alberta. • 


Boucher'Kowalski Argue On 
Pesticide Dumping 


by Susan Braun 


Native Leader 
Chastized 


Chief Jim Boucher 
visited the Alberta Legis¬ 
lature while it was in ses¬ 
sion, but all of his efforts 
to stop the spraying of the 
controversial pesticide 
methoxychlor along the 
Athabasca River near his 
Fort McKay Indian Re¬ 
serve has failed. 


is an effective alternative atchewan. 
to methoxychlor for con- Kowalski also denied 
trolling blackflies. Boucher’s allegations that 

Dan Harvey, head of Alberta Environment had 
Saskatchewan’s pest agreed several months 
management branch, told ago to stop using 
Ed Struzik of the Edmon- methoxychlor. 
ton Journal, that BTI The Fort McKay band 
passed all the tests and is is considering legal 
being used with great action. • 

success throughout Sask- 


taEnvirc 


A major religious fig¬ 
ure in the country said a 
Manitoba Indian Chief 
made a major miscalcula¬ 
tion when he invited the 
South African Ambassa¬ 
dor to Canada, to his 
reserve several months 


ago. 


Anglican Archbishop 
Ted Scott said in a recent 
interview that the invita- 


“Cheif Louies Steven¬ 
son of the Peguis Reserve 
not only trivialized his 
own people’s causes with 
the publicity stunt, but he 
also gave the South Afri¬ 
can government an oppor¬ 
tunity to use propaganda 
to weaken Canadian sup¬ 


port for its black popula- 
tion,”said Scott. 

“That’s the danger of 
playing to public opin¬ 
ion,” remarked Scott, a 
longtime supporter of the 
Canadian native people, 
and South African blacks, 
in their respective fights 
for justice. 

“Many of this country’s 
native leaders strongly 
disapproved when Stev¬ 
enson gave former Ambas¬ 
sador, Glen Babb, the 
chance to justify his own 
country’s political policies 
by criticizing Canada for 
its treatment of Inuit, 
Metis and Status Indians," 
added Scott. • 


Minister, Ken Kowalski, 
said the province would 
follow through on plans 
for the spraying after all 
the area communities had 
been warned. 

The Indian band’s 
opposition to the spraying 
is supported by independ¬ 
ent and federal studies 
which detail the negative 
impact on river life 
caused by the chemical. 

But Kowalski refuted 
the evidence, and particu- 
larly challenged the 
band’s suggestion that the 
non-toxic bacterial agent 
BTI be used instead of the 
methoxychlor, as Saskat¬ 
chewan has done. He said 
he wasn’t convinced Sas¬ 
katchewan believes BTI 



Jim Boucher — Fort McKay Band Chief 
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Powwow Made Up Of Many Different Elements 


Material researched, complied and edited by John Copley 

In the formal context of the powwow, many differ- in 
ent dances with all of their variations are woven into a 
pageantry in which they are molded smoothly together 
into a single unit in which those differences are 
complementary. 

The result is a context which comfortably allows for 
the variations demanded by individuality, including 
the inclusion of dancers from different tribes, with their 
own traditions and customs. 

There are many different dances, each distinct from 
the others, and just as there are differences in the 
dances, so are there variations in the elements of the 
dances — the movement, singing, drumming and cos- 

The context of the powwow is created in a ritualistic 
fashion, affected over time by new influences, but still 
rooted firmly in the traditions of long ago. 

Formal competitive powwows usually begin on a 
Friday and end on a Sunday, with the same ceremonial 
beginning to each day which includes purification with 
sweetgrass, the pipe ceremony and the flag raising 
ceremony attesting to a more recent allegiance to 
Queen and to country. 

Each day the powwow always begins with a grand 
entry ceremony, following the announcement by the 
master of ceremonies that the dancing is about to begin 
— usually immediately after lunch — and is the first of 
several intertribal dances each day. 

Everyone in attendance is encouraged to participate 


in the intertribal dance, for that participation symbol¬ 
izes a friendship and commonality free from whatever 
conflicts and differences may exist outside of the 

The chief of the host band, powwow organizers, 
elders and other chiefs lead the dancers into the arena, 
followed by all of the other dancers, young and old. 


While children have always had considerable 
freedom in their participation in the dancing, 
the involvement of women has always been 
severely restricted, and it is only in recent 
years that women have begun to play 
a more active role. 


costumed or not, to the monotonous beat of the drum. 
The dance step used for this occasion is the “slow 
dance” in which the right foot is put forward, toe first, 
then returned part way, then the left foot is moved in 
the same way, and so on, with the heel never touching 
the ground. 

The grand entry is a spectacular sight, often with 


hundreds of dancers, most dressed in a variety of color¬ 
ful costumes, parading clockwise (for that is the direc¬ 
tion in which the sun moves) around the arena. The 
dance continues until all who wish to dance have 
entered the arena. If the dance area is too crowded, a 
second circle of paired and single dancers may form a 
second circle within the first. 

Despite a general tradition that couples dance the 
intertribal, there is no remonstration of dancers who 
join the group singly or in a threesome. Very young 
children often dance alone, drawn by the magnetic 
movement of their elders and the beat of the drum, and 
pre-adolescent girls often dance together in groups of 
three or more. For the youngsters, there is often con¬ 
siderable individual creativity in their dancing. 

While children have always had considerable free¬ 
dom in their participation in the dancing, the involve¬ 
ment of women has always been severely restricted, 
and it is only in recent years that women have begun to 
play a more active role. Only in the past 20 years have 
they increasingly began participating in competitive 
dancing at powwows, and even less than that in singing 
and drumming. 

Those restrictions, while changing, are only reluc¬ 
tantly being relingquished, for they are part of a com¬ 
plex set of traditions rooted in the ancient past which 
set out who can participate in which dances under 
what conditions, the costumes, drum beat, songs and 
dance steps for each dance, and the rules and taboos 
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The basic dance step is one in which the heel and 
ball of the foot are lifted and then brought down with 
power and speed to create sound. The movement of the 
dancer can range from slow and deliberate to frantic 
and violent, depending on the dance. Women generally 
move more sedately and less violently, using steps such 
as the shuffle, the glide and the hop, which are also 

One of the dances to become popular in recent years 
is the fancy dance, primarily performed in competition, 
with men and women competing separately. The fancy 
dance is a modem evolution of a variety of courting 
dances in which men “strutted their stuff’ to attract the 


The context of the powwow is 
created in a ritualistic fashion, 
affected over time by new influences, 
but still rooted firmly in the traditions 
of long ago. 


attention of the woman they desired, often imitating 
the courting dances of birds and animals such as the 
prairie chicken. 

The adoption of this dance by women, and the 
growing acceptance of their performance of it in com¬ 
petition is not universal, and there are still many tradi- 




ince competition, the tempo and 
excitement builds steadily, and the air becomes elect¬ 
ric. The syncopation of the drum, the leaping forms in 
their colorful costumes, the jingling bells they wear 
and their exclamatory whoops and yells, all combine to 
produce a unique and unforgetable experience. 

The traditional dance is in sharp contrast to the 


Cree singing has its own style and 
form, with the high vibrato its most 
singular characteristic, and nasal 
projection giving it an almost 
inhuman sound. 


fancy dance, especially for women. In this dance, the 
women's steps and motion are very controlled, for they 
keep their feet tightly together and stand quite erect 
with their backs to the outside of the circle. The steps 
consist of a hop forward and a shorter hop backward, 
or a hop in a clockwise direction, as the sun moves in 

By leaning each shoulder forward, alternately, their 
bodies acquire a swaying motion reminiscent of a 
blade of grass swaying in the wind. 

Whereas the women traditional dancers are greatly 
restrained in their movements, the male traditional 


All of the dances are accompanied by 
drumming and singing, with the drum 
beats and songs rooted in tradition 
and passed on from generation to 
generation. 


dancers are a direct contrast, seemingly attempting to 
expend the most possible energy within the restrictions 
of the steps prescribed for the dance, consisting of a 
thrusting double hop on each foot, alternating feet to 
the insistent beat of the drum. 

Another dance feature in powwow competition is 
the crow hop which is restricted to men and, as its 
name suggests, imitates the hopping, searching, peck¬ 
ing behavior of the crow, sometimes considered a 
harbinger of death and destruction, and sometimes of 
power and protection in Indian cultures. In the dance, 
however, there is no indication of the negative side of 
the crow, and performances can be quite dramatic and 
humorous, depending upon the creativity and imitative 
ability of the dancer. This dance is performed by all 
categories of male dancers — traditional, fancy and 
grass dancers. 

The sneak-up can be performed in a similar spirit to 
the crow hop, and is imitative of the warrior or hunter 
sneaking up on his quarry. The dancer inclines his 
body forward and crouches low, tapping the toe for- 


do not consider it appropriate. 

Because it is relatively new, fancy dancers are usu- 


ally quite young, and the energy employed in the dance 
reflects that youthfullness, as they respond in a frenzy 
to the rapid beat of the drum, whirling and leaping 
feverishly. 

In the fancy dance, almost as much attention is given 
to the colorful costumes as to the dancing, as competi¬ 
tors vie for the most splendid combination of rich and 
colorful materials, beadwork, feathers and jewellry. 
Unlike traditional dancers, much of the material for 
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ward tentatively before actually taking a step. The left 
hand is placed on the hip while the right shades the 
eyes or waves a wand of eagle feathers or other 
materials. 

in the chicken dance, the dancer is flamboyant and 
suggestive as he mimes the courting dance of the 
prairie chicken, striking his feet on the ground force¬ 
fully to attract attention, waving the feathers on his 
back as a prairie chicken would flash its tail feathers, 
and strutting proudly. 

Social dances in which men and women dance 
together are usually part of the modem powwow, and 
the intertribal dance is a variation of the two most 
popular social dances, the owl dance and the round 


The basic dance step is one in which 
the heel and ball of the foot are lifted 
and then brought down with power 
and speed to create sound. 


The owl dance is a slow shuffling step similar to the 
slow march of European tradition. Each male dancer 
stands beside his female partner with his left hand 
holding her right hand, and his right hand holding her 
left hand at waist level. The simple 1,2,3, step consists 
of a double step on one foot and a single step on the 
other, slowly and hesitantly, and couples may revolve 
slowly as they move around the dance area. While it is 
customary among some Cree for the man to dance on 
the right of the women, most in northern Alberta dance 
on the left of the woman. 

All of the dances are accompanied by drumming 
and singing, with the drum beats and songs rooted in 
tradition and passed on from generation to generation. 
Each drumming and singing group has its own songs, 
and while some may be totally traditional and have 
been passed on intact, others will have been varied 


according to ensuing experiences of the tribe, or new 
songs may be created, based on new experiences. 

For a time, in the early stages of the revival of the 
powwow in the 1960s, manufactured drums were 
used. As interest in the powwow has increased and 
there has been a rediscovery of traditional roots, there 
has been a return to the ritualistic creation of the drum 
made from traditional materials of wood hides, with 
decoration representing those traditions. 

In the early stages of revival, there was strict adher¬ 
ence to the tradition that only men were drummers and 
singers, but women are beginning to make inroads into 
that aspect of the powwow. 

The simple drum rhythms are usually either a steady 
pulse or a triple or dotted rhythm, but there are some¬ 
times variations as in the grass dance where a series of 
accented duple beats may be inserted briefly. There is 
more variation in the changes in volume, where the 
drumbeat may range from a whisper to a pounding. 
This variation is often used in con|uction with the 
singing, creating a counterpointal ebb and flow of 
sound. Sometimes there seems to be little relationship, 
if any, between the singers and the drummers, or 
between any of them and the dancers, but that relation¬ 
ship is always there, albeit sometimes in a way that is 
only perceptible to those familiar with the form and 
substance of the powwow. Each beat of the drum is 
symbolic of a heartbeat. 

Sometimes that variation is merely a matter of the 
singing advancing or following the drumbeat slightly. 

Cree singing has its own style and form, with the 
high vibrato its most singular characteristic, and nasal 
projection giving it an almost inhuman sound. Despite 
that quality, it is not unpleasant, but imparts an emo¬ 
tionalism edge with mysticism that can be unsettling to 
the uninitiated. 

While ull Cree songs tell a story, it sometimes seems 
that they are merely a series of meaningless sounds 
—hay, yah, ho, he, hie. yay, ay, etc. This is because 
these vocables are used in place of the actual words. 
The practice is the result of deliberate efforts to mask 
the actual story being told to keep it secret from ene¬ 
mies, a practice considered particularly important dur¬ 
ing the time the Indians were facing suppression of 
their religion and culture by the whiteman. • 


Alkali Lake 
a Role Model... 

Drug and Alcohol Abuse on the Rise 


by Ennis Morris 

“The problems Native 
people face in connection 
with alcohol and drugs 
are changing.” says the 
treatment coordinator at 
Poundmaker Lodge. 

“And while there are 
some signs of solutions, 
the problem has also 
become more compli¬ 
cated." says Carl Quinn. 

“Up to the 1950s”, 
Quinn says, “Native peo¬ 
ple were not so exposed to 
the problem, but now 
three or four generations 
have been exposed to the 
heartache.” 

Other changes he notes 
are that there is now more 
polyaddiction, whereas 
before it used to be prim¬ 
arily alcohol, “and it used 
to be older people and 
now it is younger people,” 
who have the problem. 

Another factor, is the 
increased affluence of 
Native people. “If it’s 
sudden (unexpected 
wealth) it can be devastat¬ 
ing because you're not 
prepared for it.” says 

On the positive side, 
Quinn says he sees a trend 


where Native communi¬ 
ties are recognizing that 
drugs and alcohol are the 
number one problem and 
that many other problems 
are the result of it — child 
care, violence, etc. 

“I think it’s turning 
around. More and more 

nizing that if an individ¬ 
ual has a problem, com¬ 
munity support is impor- 

Quinn says there needs 
to be a spirit of nation¬ 
hood for Native people so 
they can regain their cul¬ 
ture and identity. 

“Reserves are kind of 
like islands affiliated with 
the mainstream, but they 
are really a part of the 
mainstream. What is 
important are the values, 
the belief systems.” 

The success of the 
Alkali Lake Indian Band 
in British Columbia in 
dealing with its alcohol 
problems has impressed 
Quinn. 

“1 think we can learn 
from their experience, 
even use their process, but 
we each have to find the 
way of doing things that 
work for us.” he said. • 
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Metis Gain New 
Opportunities 


by Sandy Annstrong 
The Settlement Invest¬ 
ment Corporation is 
ready to make money 
ivailable to those who 
need financial assistance 
getting a small business 
off the ground. 

The corporation receiv- 
I a three-year grant of 
$3.5 million in September 
of last year from the 
Native Economic Devel¬ 
opment Program to aid 
individuals who are look- 
g to start a business. 
Many of the requests 
the group has received so 
far have come in the areas 
of construction, logging 
service industry. 
Guidelines dictated that 


the corporation lend 
more than $10, 000 to 
farms, $75,000 to settle¬ 
ment development ven¬ 
tures, and $100,000 to 
small businesses. 

The corporation limits 

Alberta's eight Metis set¬ 
tlements, which include 
Paddle Prairie, Gift Lake, 
Peavine, East Prairie, 
Kikino, Buffalo Lake 
(Caslan), Elizabeth and 
Fishing Lake. These resi- 

than 51 percent of the 

Much time is spent 
with individuals explain¬ 
ing the merits of accurate 
bookkeeping, as a large 


number of the people 
have had no previous bus¬ 
iness experience. The 
corporation sees itself as 
an opportunity for people 
to leant these skills. 

The Settlement Invest¬ 
ment Corporation has 
over $276,000 that it 

business, the agricultural 
industry or Metis settle¬ 
ment development corpo¬ 
rations. It has already 
loaned over $1 million to 
Metis settlement resi- 

Final approval for 
loans is the responsibility 
of the group's board of 
directors. The following 
people are on the board: 
Chairman Lawrence 
Cunningham (Peavine); 
Louis Haggerty (East 
Prairie); Lee Desjarlais 


(Elizabeth); Harold Car¬ 
dinal (Kikino); John Scott 
(Edmonton); Catherine 
Koch (Edmonton); and 
Marilyn Assheton-Smith 
(Edmonton). 

There is generally a 
two-month waiting per¬ 
iod before a loan can be 
approved. This gives the 
corporation an opportun¬ 
ity to review a prospec¬ 
tive client’s credentials. 

A feasibility study of a 
potential business, farm, 
or otherwise, should be 
the initial step in securing 
a loan. One out of every 
three requests is usually 
approved. Up to 90 per- 

financed by the corpora- 
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Edmonton Indian Residential School Squadron Formed 


By John Copley 

On February 14, 1953, 
David J. Wright, chair¬ 
man of Edmonton’s 700 
Wing (RC AF) signed and 
forwarded an application 
on behalf of the St. Albert 
Indian Residential School 
of the Air Cadet League 
of Canada in Montreal. 

The application was a 
formal request for the 
school to support a new 
project — an air force 
cadet squadron. 

Approval was granted 
and on April 20, 1953, 
the corp, called the #570 
Edmonton Indian resi¬ 
dential School Squadron 
was formed. 

Though Donald Gillis 
was endorsed on the 
application as the first 
commanding officer, it 
was Canadian Air Force 
Flight Lieutenant Vic 
Fowler, that assumed the 
position. He played an 
important part in the 
early development of the 
program and remained in 
his position as Cadet 
Commander until 1968. 


“The school was an 
overflow unit,” explained 
the retired commander 
from his west coast home. 


Fowler, “but they soon 
found a bond in the corp. 
The Indian kids were a 
good bunch who 


and mentor from the Uni¬ 
ted Church in Edmon¬ 
ton’s Avonmore area. 
“The reverend under- 


or45 ed officer) with the Tacti- 



plus students that filled 


also introduced to the 
cadet system with an hour 
long film presentation. 
Over the next five years 


The initial drill was ca 
ried out by Warrai 
Officer T. Yaiger, i 
NCO (non-commissio 


Indian corp achieved 
recognition throughout 
the region because of 
their constant excellence 


tember,” remembered 
Fowler. “They came 
from Prince Rupert, the 
Queen Charlette’s, Sad¬ 
dle Lake, Duffield, Hob¬ 
bema, Cluny, Lethbridge 
and other places.” 

Adapting quickly to 
their new environment, 
the Indian students who 
enrolled in the cadet pro¬ 
gram soon found accep¬ 
tance and quickly took an 
interest in the program. 

“Some were a long 
way from home,” said 
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ened up easily to training, stood the Native people," 
The biggest competitions said the ex-commatlder. 
were sports related. The “He often made the long 
different tribes all liked to train trips to help out with 
prove who was the best at 
different sports. The spirit 


r homesick. Everyone 


He fondly mentioned 
the examples and esca¬ 
pades provided by "Reve- 


Fowler, was the largest 
iom in the school and it 
asoftenusedformovies 
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in corp development and 
annual parade/demon¬ 
stration inspections. 

In a June 4, 1956 
Edmonton Journal news 
article, a parade inspected 
by Captain G.W. Lewis 
won top honors for the 
570 Squadron as the 
headlines read “Cadet 
Sqaudron Wins Ac- 

The overall inspection, 
which featured a preci¬ 
sion drill by the squad¬ 
ron's rifle team, was con¬ 
sidered to be, according 
to the judging committee, 
“above the average of the 
Alberta groups." 

Physical and mental 
development are among 
the primary objectives of 
the cadet program. The 
youth were involved in 
activities that included 
parade drills, summer 
camps, and specialized 
courses. Weapons safety, 

dling, first aid techniques, 
survival training, bomb¬ 
ing theory, compass read¬ 
ing and flight planning 
were among the many 
programs available. Films, 
an everpresent feature of 


cadet training, provided 
an added source of 
knowledge to the cadets. 

The first non-Native 
member of the 570 Wing 
appears to have joined up 
in March, 1954. 

On November 19, 
1959, the sqaudron was 
moved to Edmonton. 
Apparently, a new princi¬ 
pal at the school decided 
not to renew the squad¬ 
ron’s training facilities 
that year. 

At this point the Native 
involvement in the corp 
subsided. The Indian par¬ 
ticipation level dropped 
off dramatically. The 
long trek to Edmonton 
was time-consuming and 
expensive for the many 
Indian students without 
transportation. 

Today, only three 
Native youngsters are 
part of the 570 Squadron, 
which currently trains at 
the Kapyong Drill Hall in 
Edmonton. 

Todd R.C. Ross, a 
volunteer civilian instruc¬ 
tor is in charge of the 
unit's public relations 
program. He is the man 
behind the squadron’s 



BOB ELLIOTT, M.L.A. 
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423-1232 

10604 - 95 St., Edmonton, Alberta 


St. Albert Indian Residential School Cadet 
Summer Camp 1954 - Abbotsford, B.C. 


annual yearbook, which 
is in its third printing. 

In addition, Ross is 
about to wrap up a three- 
year research and writing 
assignment which will be 
adopted into the squad¬ 
ron's 35th Anniversary 
book. 

The collector’s item, a 
204-page mountain of 
(#570) memorabilia will 
be presented at the cele¬ 
brations in 1988. 

Ross, 23, a cadet him¬ 
self at age 14, first served 
in the 8 10 Squadron 
which headquartered at 
the W.P. Wagner School 
in Edmonton. 

The 35th Anniversary 
book will contain docu¬ 
mentation, interviews, 
and anecdotes about the 
570 Squadron’s members, 
both past and present. 
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event. Thus, one will be 
responsible for food, 
another for publicity, etc., 
until all of the aspects — 
security, grounds, elec¬ 
tricity, sound system, 
camping supervision, 
parking, etc., have been 
assigned. 

It is considered an 
honor to be selected to 
serve on the committee, a 
recognition of a proven 
ability and responsibility 
to be charged with ensur¬ 
ing the success of such an 

those who do serve add to 
their prestige, good repu- 
tation and authority 
among their people. 

A powwow is not a 
money-making event for 
the host band. No admis¬ 
sion is charged, and there 
is no entry fee for compet¬ 
itors. Rather, all partici¬ 
pants are paid, including 
the competing dancers. 
The sponsors underwrite 
all of the costs, sometimes 
with the assistance of 
individuals or corporate 
donations. Thus pow¬ 
wows hosted by the 
wealthier bands tend to 
be more elaborate, offer 
more prize money to 


competitors, and provide 
more generous rations to 
participants and specta¬ 
tors. Consequently, they 
draw the most competi¬ 
tors and the largest 
crowds. 

Whether large or small, 
fancy or plain, the pow¬ 
wow is one way in which 
each band can demon¬ 
strate its hospitality, and 
most people judge that 
hospitality on the intent 
and spirit of the sponsor’s 
generosity, and what they 
offer according to the lim¬ 
its of the resources avail¬ 
able to them. Thus the 
simple powwow of an 
impoverished band is 
considered as important 
and successful as the 
larger and more elaborate 
powwow of its affluent 
neighbour. 

Sponsoring a powwow 
can be an expensive pro¬ 
position. While powwow 
committees are loath to 
reveal exact figures, some 
general figures can be 
estimated. Prize money 
alone can total as much as 
$20,000 or more, and 
rations, security and other 
personnel, publicity, 
equipment and other 


double that amount. 

But despite all the 
modernization and the 
formality of the organiza¬ 
tion, the essence of the 
powwow has changed lit¬ 
tle. The smoke from 
wood fires still wafts 
through the camp; child¬ 
ren and dogs still scamper 
freely about; young men 
and women just past the 
threshold of puberty still 
vie for each others’ atten¬ 


tion in a mating ritual 
rooted in the distant past; 
and the elders still sit and 
watch the dancets, remem¬ 
bering the past and shar¬ 
ing those memories and 
the wisdom gained from 
them with each other and 
with succeeding gener- 

And in the dark of the 
night, with the sweet 
smell of green grass 
crushed underfoot and 
birch trees swaying above 
in the wind, the distant 
beat of the drum and the 
flickering light on the cos¬ 
tumed dancers shifting in 
the distance as easily 
could be of another time, 
long centuries ago. • 


Treaty Six Alliance Supports 
Peltier, Mandella 


by Eugene Sparrow 

Indian group has announc¬ 
ed its support for the 
efforts to free American 
Indian Movement (AIM) 
leader, Leonard Peltier, 
and African National 
Congress (ANC) leader, 
Nelson Mandella, both 
currently in prison. 

In a strongly worded 
press release issued in 
connection with recent 
rallies held to gather sup¬ 
port for efforts to gain 
Peltier’s release, the 
Treaty Six Alliance 
announced that it “joins 
with the many govern¬ 
ments, international 
organizations and indi¬ 
genous peoples in solidar¬ 
ity with South African 
and Native American pol¬ 
itical prisoners.” 

The alliance says it 
represents the united 
Indian Nations in Alberta 
and Saskatchewan. 

“We are united in 
working together to focus 
attention on the crimes 
against humanity, against 


the black people of South 
Africa and the Indigenous 
Nations and peoples of 
the Americas," A1 Lame- 
man, chief of the Beaver 
Lake Indian Band near 
Lac La Biche, said in 
making the release. 

“We are united in seek¬ 
ing an end to racialist 
oppression and the remo¬ 
val of colonialism. We 
look forward to the day 
when freedom can be 
achieved to enable our 
people to grasp the self- 
determination that is our 
right as a people.” 

Lameman said that 
Nelson Mandella, recog¬ 
nized throughout South 
Africa and the world as 
leader of the African 
National Congress, “has 
been unjustly imprisoned 
for 25 years by the racist 
South African regime. 

“Leonard Peltier, a 
leader of the American 
Indian Movement, has 
been unjustly imprisoned 
after conviction in a trial 
in which the government 
admits key evidence was 
suppressed and witnesses 


perjured themselves.” 

Lameman said in his 
statement that Peltier was 
extradited from Canada 
“on the basis of an alleged 
eye witness affidavit 
given by a Lakota woman. 
Myrtle Poor Bear, which 
the U.S. government now 
admits was entirely 
false.” 

He said more than 60 
Canadian members of 
Parliament, from all par¬ 
ties, have supported a 
petition stating that the 
use of this affidavit was a 
deliberate misrepresenta¬ 
tion and constitutes a 
"treaty fraud” between 
the U.S. and Canada. 

“We now ask these 
members of Parliament 
to call upon the govern¬ 
ments of Canada and the 
United States, to fully 
honor and respect the 
international treaties 
signed between our 
Indian nations and these 

“We also join with the 
Canadian members of 
terms of the Canadian- 
U.S. Extradition Treaty, 
under which Peltier was 
fraudulently removed 
from Canada in 
1976.” • 
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Former Chief Leaves Post 


A former chief of the Dixon in early April of 
Sechelt Indian Band will this year to assist the band 
not longer be officially in their negotiations with 
assisting the band’s nego- the British Columbia by Everett Lambert 
dating team. government in the areas 

At a recent meeting, of taxation, health and EDMONTON — 
former chief Stan Dixon, welfare, and education. Native employment 


Sinclair Raps OCO ’88 
For Unfair Metis 
Involvement 


“tried to take part of the 


Also Sykes Powder- 
face, the Native Coordi¬ 
nator Liaison for OCO 
’88 was “hand picked,” 
and Sinclair does not 
blame him for the deci¬ 
sions made since “his 
hands are tied.” Powder- 
face, who's position pays 
approximately $40,000 


per annum, is “told what 
to do." 

Another conference 
delegate, who asked not 
to be named, expressed 
disregard because many 
of the contracts were 
going to southern Alberta 
Indians and not enough to 
other Native people. 
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Ahousaht Chief 
Appointed A!AC 


i Sid Dunston 

Simon Lucas, popular 
lief of the Ahousaht 
and, has been appointed 
i the 15-member Aqua- 
ilture Industry Advisory 
ouncil (AIAC). 

A provincially-appoint- 
jody under Agricul- 
and Fisheries Minis- 
John Savage, the 
icil is made up of 
presentatives from the 
irious sectors, commer- 
al fishery, native, 
ireational and envir- 
imental groups. 

Lucas joins the council 
•chairman of the 
C. Aboriginal Peoples' 
sheries Commission. 
The council is expected 
meet four times a year 
advise the provincial 
ivemment on the reso- 
of issues, govem- 
ent program priorities, 
-agency agreements, 
provincial policies 


r\ 


with respect to the aqua¬ 
culture industry. 

To bring about some 
continuity between fed¬ 
eral and provincial poli¬ 
cies and programs, the 
council will have Pat 
Chamut, director general 
of the Pacific region for 
the federal Department of 
Fisheries and Oceans, sit¬ 
ting as an observer. 

Other representatives 
to the council include 


based in Union Bay; the 
Pacific Trailers Associa¬ 
tion and other commer¬ 
cial fishermen lobbies; the 
B.C. Wildlife Federation; 
the B.C. Council of Yacht 
Clubs; various business 
interests; and a marine 
biology professor. 

Aquaculture leases are 
approved by the Ministry 
with local consultation 
from regional govern¬ 
ments requested during 
the approval phase. 

There have been nearly 
90 applications for man- 
culture projects referred 
to the Regional District of 
Albemi-Clayoquot so far 
this year. • 


Expo Exhibit Now In 
Cowichan Hands 


by Sandy. Armstrong 

A popular exhibit at last 
year’s Expo 86 will soon 
become a permanent por¬ 
tion of a proposed Indian 
heritage centre on Van¬ 
couver Island. 

Final arrangements 
were recently made for 
the Big House theatre, 
from Expo’s Folklife 
area, to be dismantled 
and transported to Dun¬ 
can as a part of the Cowi¬ 
chan Indian Band's herit¬ 
age site development. 

In a recent ceremony, 
Cowichan-Malahat MLA 
Graham Bruce, presented 
Cowichan Band Chief 
Dennis Alphonse, with 
the official plaque from 
the Big House theatre. 
The breakdown of the 
Folklife exhibit, and the 
subsequent transporta¬ 
tion of the Big House 
theatre structures, are 
expected to be completed 


life’s entranceway and 
food pavilion. 

The Big House theatre 
will become part of the 
band’s 13-acre Native 
Heritage Centre devel¬ 
opment on the banks of 
the Cowichan River, 



begins next spring. 

The Cowichan Band 
will also receive Folk- 


adjacent to the Trans other tourism-related and The structure is made of 

Canada Highway. educational facilities on western red cedar trees 

The Cowichan Band the heritage site. from northern and west- 

— the largest in B.C., with The Big House theatre ern Vancouver Island 

more than 2,000 members was patterned along the The western red cedar is 

— plans to include a same architectural lines the traditional wood of 

replica of an Indian Vil- as a traditional west coast longhouses and Pacific 

lage. a restaurant and Native Indian longhouse. Northwest canoes. • 


NORTH COUNTRY 
APPLIANCE SERVICE LTD. 


AUTHORIZED REPAIR 
DEPOT FOR 
ALL MAJOR MAKES 

AFTER HOURS RES: 623-4966 

POW-WOW greetings! 


Box 1127 
Lac La Biche 


623-4718 


c AscW^ 


COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL 

Your Custom Cabinet Shop. 
We do your cabinet layout free. Come in 
and see our displays and compare. 
Ask us about our guarantee. 


® 352-3609 

Box 7001, Wetaskiwin 

9 miles (14.5 km) west of Wetaskiwin on Hwy 13 or 
2 miles (3.2 km) east of Hwy. 2 ovetpass 



POW-WOW GREETINGS 


IB 


bla/kin 6 lone 
lire centre/ 


“Custom Wheel and Performance Tire Centre” 


• Commercial 

• Industrial 

• Passenger 

• Batteries 

• Brakes 

• Shocks 

• Wheel Alignments 
Balancing 



firestone 


CANADA’S LARGEST FIRESTONE FRANCHISE 
Firestone Tire & Mag Wheel Headquarters 
for: 

Camrose Wetaskiwin 

672-4461 352-6085 S 

6317 - 48th Avenue 4905 - 51st Street ■£ 

Also 6 Locations in Calgary to service you 
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COMING SOON 
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I.V. 


[ THE BEST| 


1 TV 1 


I YOU’LL EVER § 

•^i 

1 SEE! § 



»// * The Big City, Cable-Quality 
™ l Television Programming 
You’ve Always Wanted! 

n 


RAZOR SHARP RECEPTION • BIG CITY CHANNELS 

HOBBEMA 

BROADCASTING 

LEADERS IN EDUCATION AND ENTERTAINMENT BRINGS YOU 
OUTSTANDING TELEVISION CHANNELS FOR YOUR T. 14 DOLLAR 
For More Information, Call 585-3008 

BCIT (Vancouver!; CITV (EdmontonJ; HOBBEMA BROADCASTING also presents All Four Major U.S. Televsion Networks 
through Flagship Detroit Stations (ABC, NBC, CBS, and PBS) Plus Access, TSN, MuchMusic, and a local native channel. 
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Poundmaker/Nechi Powwow — 
July 3-5 


by Ennis Morris 

This year's annual 
Poundmaker/Nechi 
Powwow is dedicated “to 
all the people who help in 
the fight against alcohol 
and drug addiction." 

The popular powwow 
will be held July 3,4 and 5 
at the Poundmaker/Ne¬ 
chi Centre located four 
mile , north of 137 Ave. 
on 142 St. in Edmonton. 

If the weather cooper¬ 
ates (and it sometimes 
hasn’t in recent years), the 
powwow is expected to 
attract nearly 300 dan¬ 
cers, as many as 20 drum 
groups and several thou¬ 
sand spectators. 

One new twist intro¬ 
duced last year that didn’t 
work — drum competi- 
ions — has been dropped 
in favor of the customary 
daily payment of all 
irummers and singers. 
Drummers who didn’t 
win the competition last 
/ear, and thus didn’t get 
raid, didn’t like the idea, 
according to Carl Quinn, 
the coordinator of the 
powwow this year. 

Quinn, 33, is the treat- 

Poundmaker Lodge. He 
gained his experience 
hrough his involvment in 
irganizing the annual 
iowwow on his home 
eserve. Saddle Lake. 

But the failure of that 


innovation last year 
hasn’t stopped organizers 
from trying new things. 
This year the powwow 
will add team dancing 
competitions, a new 
activity gaining in popu¬ 
larity on the United States 
powwow circuit, with 
separate categories for 
men and women, prizes of 
$200 for first and $100 
for second, in each 
category. 

In individual competi¬ 
tions, men will be com¬ 
peting for prizes of 
$1,000 for first, $400 for 
second and $300 for third 
in the traditional, fancy 


and grass dance catego¬ 
ries. Women will be com- 
peting for the same 
amount of prize money in 
the traditional and fancy 
dance categories. Prizes 
for teen competitors (13 
to 16) will be $200 for 
first, $ 150 for second and 
$100 for third, with teen 
boys competing in tradi¬ 
tional, fancy and grass 
dance categories. Teen 
girls will also be compet¬ 
ing in traditional and 
fancy dance categories. 
Boys and girls (7 to 12) 
will be competing separ¬ 
ately in traditional and 


fancy dance categories 



Stallion Service 
Quality Stock For Sale 
Video Available 


Ferguson Heritage Arabians 

R.R 4, Tofield, Alberta TOB 4J0 

Don & Karen Ferguson 
Phone (403) 764-2121 

Located 30 miles east of Edmonton on Hwy. 16 


for prizes of $ 100 for first, 
$75 for second and $50 
for third. 

Quinn emphasizes, 
however, that the pow¬ 
wow is much more than 

“The powwow has to 
do with the health of our 
people,” he says. “It is 
something given to Indian 
people for their health. 
Prayer and meditation 
are good for mental 
health." 

“The dance costumes," 
he says, “are a personal 
statement reflecting a 
belief system." 

But the event, which 
attracts competitors and 
spectators from across 
western Canada and the 
northwestern United 
States, also has other 


attractions for visitors. 

They include Country 
and Western ‘sober’ dan¬ 
ces, each of the first two 
nights, featuring Country 
Express and champion 
fiddler, Homer Poitras, 
the first night. The popu¬ 
lar Wildwood Band will 


be playing the second 
night. 

No alcohol or drugs are 
allowed anywhere on the 
premises, and violators 
will be escorted off. 

More information can 
be obtained by telephon¬ 
ing 458-1884. • 




gOLARIUMS & GREENHOUSES 


FOR 130 YEARS WE'VE BUILT THE BEST 


ifS'i 

LortisBurnham 


IMPERIAL GREENHOUSES LTD. 

16609 - 111 Avenue, Edmonton, Alberta T5M 2S2 
TELEPHONE (403) 483-8780 
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Respects Paid To Chief Malloway 


by Sandy Armstrong 


st highly 


Chief Richard Malloway, one of the 
respected persons to ever live in the Chil 
died recently at the age of 79. 

Well known to all people in the area, Malloway 
grew in stature because of his efforts to increase 
awareness of native Indians. To Indian people, Mallo¬ 
way was greatly admired for his political efforts, 
generosity, and involvement with traditional native 

Three years ago, Malloway was named grand chief 
of the Stollo Nation. He was also active in the Interior 
Division of the North American Indian Brotherhood 
and the Union of B.C. Indian Chiefs. 

Malloway was born December 15, 1907, on the 
Yakweakwioose Reserve in Sardis. He lived his whole 
life there. He was given the Indian name Thalachyatill, 
after one of four brothers who are believed to have 
established the band (whose roots have been traced to 
Chilliwack Lake in 1575). 

As a young man, Malloway was active in sports, 
particularly lacrosse, and he worked hard for several 
years as a logger and at a nursery. 

With his earnings, he established a successful dairy 





100% Native Owned 
& Operated 
"A Complete Line 

mson 

^ LUMBER 585-2660 
COMPANY 

' 1984 \ EDMONTON DIRECT 
420-1467 

Box 348 Hobbema. Albert 
TOC 1N0 


"QUAUTU PRICE YOU'LL FEEL GOOD ABOUT" 


GARBS'SALES 


®- (403) 628-3828 

Residence S 628-3980 or 628-3835 

Box 58, Crowley, Alberta T0K 0P0 


Classic 

Auto Body & Glass 


• Complete Auto Body Repair 
• Painting 

• Windshield Replacement 


24 HOUR TOWING 


® 789-3980 

After Hours Residence 789-3074 

"We Specialize in Classic 
Car Restorations" 

4830 Hankin Street, Thorsby 



It is believed Malloway was the only native Indian to 
i be a member of the Fraser Valley Milk Producers’ 
i Association. 

When he was 24, Malloway was chosen by Billy 
! Sepass, chief of the Skowkale Band, to be spokesman 
for the kowkale, Yakweakwioose and Tzeachten 
bands because, knowing both his own Indian language 
and English, he was able to translate for the tribe elders 
when they dealt with government represtatives. 

In the 1940s, Malloway took over the responsibili¬ 
ties of chief of the Yakweakwioose band from his 
uncle, Albert Lewis. 

As chief, he was responsible for representing his 
people to the government, ensuring they were properly 
provided with housing, farm equipment and seed, and 
settling disputes v ithin the reserve. 

Malloway was instrumental in the establishment of 
the Tzeachten Soccer Club, the building of the first 
local smoke house, and in the organization of the 
Cultus Lake canoe races and Indian Festival. 

His involvement in the festival continued to the end , 
of his life, meeting with the festival council as late as 
lis spring. 

























































Feds Back Seal Hunt 

by Peter Racey 

In the hope of saving vast amounts of salmon and 
herring along the B.C. coast, federal Fisheries Min¬ 
ister, Tom Siddon, is now prepared to authorize the 
killing of harbor seals. 

The number of West Coast harbor seals has 
surged from about 4,000 to as high as 60,000 in just 
16 years. The animals are responsible for the loss of 
about 14,000 tonnes of salmon and 6,600 tonnes of 
herring a year, worth about $74.5 million. 

Siddon once considered such a hunt “political 
suicide,” but in a letter to the B.C. Wildlife Federa¬ 
tion, he said “I would be willing to authorize" a 
limited program as long as it is humane and does not 
damage, the environment. 

Such activities as seal hunts are often political 
“hot potatoes", and Siddon said earlier this year that 
he was against seal killings for the potential interna¬ 
tional backlash by environmental groups. 

The B.C. Wildlife Federation, who represents 
B.C. sports fishermen, has come out in support of 
Siddon’s new approach to the problem. 

Provincial Environment Minister, Bruce Stra- 
chan, believes the lessening of the harbor seal popu¬ 
lation will save steelhead trout. Strachan’s concern 
is that the seagoing trout is a provincial jurisdiction 
and a lot of money is spent to enhance that fishery. 

However, because seal killing is a federal respon¬ 
sibility, the provincial government has had to wait 
for an agreement on the matter with the federal 
fisheries department. • 


SMOOTH ’N SHINY AUTO BODY 

• Professional Auto Body & Painting 
• Windshield Installations 
• Murals & Custom Striping 

• Firbreglass Repair 

• Glass Sandblasting 
• Free Estimates 

Box 6545, Wetaskiwin 352-0190 


G.B. Truck 
& Diesel Ltd. 


Your Cummins Dealer 



New & Exchange Engines 
Parts - Fuel Systems - Clutches 
Jacobs Brakes - Tune-ups 



NybackR.V. Centre 

Marketing New and Used R.V. 's, Motorbomes, 
Travel Trailers, Truck Campers 
We deal in: 

★ Glendale * Slumberqueen * Travelmate 







Wildlife Hunters 
Convicted 

by Al Jarvie 

Wildlife conservation officers and police are step¬ 
ping up their efforts to nab those people hunting 
illegally. 

A nine-day investigation by conservation officers 
and police in the Pentiction area recently led to four 
men being fined for illegal hunting. 

The investigation, which ended in early June, pro¬ 
duced evidence that showed that five brown-faced 
black bear had been killed illegally. 

Samuel Faulk, a 56-year-old retired U.S. Marine 
Corps, colonel from Coquille, Oregon, appeared in 
provincial court and was fined $400 for illegal posses¬ 


sion of a handgun. Faulk had earlier paid $600 in 
voluntary penalties for being a non-resident hunter 
without a guide, hunting without appropriate licenses, 
and carrying a loaded firearm in his vehicle. 

Fred Wilkening, 31, of Naramata, has paid $700 in 
penalties for acting as a guide for unlicensed hunters, 
guiding for game unlawfully, unlawful possession of 
dead wildlife, and failing to cancel a species license. 

Hector Decarie, 50, of Brampton, Ontario, faces 
charges of unlawful possession of dead wildlife, hunt¬ 
ing without a species license, and being a non-resident 
hunter without a guide. 

John Wesselink, 36, of Palmerston, Ontario, is 
charged with hunting without a license, possessing 
wildlife illegally, and hunting as a non-resident with- 


HUNTER’S 


Especially 

Yours 

Maternity Fashions 
&Maxi Wear 
For the fulljiguredt woman 

Park Plaza Mall — Top Level 
603, 8600 Franklin Ave., 
Fort McMurray 

® 791-1448 


WELDING 


Portable & Shop Welding 

• Complete line of welding supplies 




Indu/tric/ ltd. 

"THE PROFESSIONALS 


CALGARY EDMONTON LETHBRIDGE 

250-2217 463-7942 328-1770 


1 GOUIOS Water Systems [ 

DEALER INQUIRIES ONLY 


_ NOW OPEN _ 

L & R SHOE REPAIR 


Also Stock Shoe Accessories 
Next Door to the Boston Cafe 
St. Paul, Alberta _ 


S* 645-6665 


GUN & SUPPLY 

* RIFLES 

* HANDGUNS * AMMUNITION 
* HUNTING & FISHING EQUIPMENT 

TAXIDERMY 

627-2777 

1006 Hewetson Ave., Pincher Creek 


SEAN'S TRUCK 
b CAR RENTAL 


• Daily - Weekly 
Monthly Rates 
• Pick-ups — Vans 
Crew Cabs — Cars 


791-9400 

165 MacDonald Cr„ Fort McMurray 
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B.C. Native Among 
Cross-Country Trekkers 


should onail their tax Lung Association, 906 
deductible pledges to TA West Broadway, Van- 
Trek, British Columbia couver, B.C. V5Z 1K7. • 


When the 5,467-km 
trek across America gets 
underway June 1, 21- 
year-old Stephen Johnny 
of Vancouver will be the 
only Canadian of 200 
cyclists riding in the 
inaugural TransAmerica 
Bicycle Trek For Life and 
Breath. 

The trek, a $1 million 
fund-raising event for the 
American Lung Associa¬ 
tion, follows an arduous 
route through the north¬ 
ern states, beginning in 
Seattle and ending 46 
' i Atlantic 


City. 

Stephen Johnny, 
ran of the British Colum 
bia Lung Associatioi 
annual bicycle trek, u 
invited to participate 
an exchange Irekker. 

“This means,” say; 


BCLA executive director 
Scott McDonald, “pled¬ 
ges collected by Stephen 
stay right here in British 
Columbia to fund lung 
disease research projects 
and health education 
programs." 

Not only must Stephen 
Johnny be in peak mental 
and physical condition to 
meet the daily challenge 
of cycling an average of 

but he must also raise a 
minimum of $6,000 in 
pledges before the trek’s 
starting date, June ‘ 


Bicycle Trek 
A Worthy Cause 


“We a 




both and are grateful to 
Stephen for his time, 
energy and courage." 

Supporters of Stephen 
Johnny on the Bicycle 
Trek For Life and Breath 



Stephen Johnny of Vancouver is raising funds for the 
British Columbia Lung Association on the Trans- 
American Bicycle Trek for Life & Breath, June I - July 


The Benefits of Tax Reform 1987 


Lower Rates, Fairer System 


Call with Questions 


Call for Booklets 


1 - 800 - 267-6638 1 - 800 - 267-6620 


Ask about Tax Reform and 


Get detailed information about Tax Reform. 



a»DWIGHTS 
r ROOFING 

• ASPHALT • CEDAR SHINGLES AND SHAKES 
• RE—ROOFING • REPAIRS 

986-0087 


Ed’s Shoe Repair 

Hours: 10:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m. 

Open 6 days a week 
Located next to IGA Food Store 
Repairs to ALL TYPES of footwear 
Returned the next day 
(Same day if needed) 

incher Creek, Alta. 627-3439 


★ GUNS ★ 

We buy, sell & trade New & Used Guns 

SCHRAM 

Antique Arms 

> Street, Wetaskiwin (South ot T 

® 352-2630 


DAYCARE 


5705 Deer Street 


782-5551 


24 HOUR SERVICE 

• Towing • Boosting • Winching 
AUTO STORAGE - "Cold & Heated Storage Bays" 


Monday - Saturday 8 a.m. - 5 p.m. 

743-1253 

180 MacDonald Cr., Ft. McMurroy 


YELLOWHEAD 

LOCKSMITHS 


COMPLETE LOCKSMITHING SERVICE 


SECURITY CONSULTANTS 962-4181 

SECURITY ALARM SYSTEMS .7, * 7 

• Sate Deposit Box & Vault 21 0A McLeod Ave. 


Breath". Us primary pur¬ 
pose is to raise money to 
support Lung Association 

The trekking program 
started in Sacramento, 
California, in 1974 with 
60 individuals participat¬ 
ing in a nine-day, 100- 
mile backpackingtrek-Tpget- 
her, they raised about 
$ 10,000. Since this mod¬ 
est beginning, we have 
evolved into a solid 
national program involv¬ 
ing over 75 Lung 


:s (and 
one in British Columbia, 

As the trekking pro¬ 
gram becomes more 
established, we are focus¬ 
ing more and more on 
bicycling — our most 
popular and successful 
type of trek. 

The Challenge —The 
next logical step was to 

would have tremendous 
recruitment potential for 
all treks, raise a signifi- 

and focus attention on the 
programs and services of 
the Lung Association. 

The Inaugural Tran¬ 
sAmerica — The,national 
event is called the Tran¬ 
sAmerica Bicycle Trek. 
We recruited 200 veteran 
trekkers for a coast-to- 
coast trek. Each trekker 
will raise $5,000 U.S., 
(the Canadian trekker, 
Stephen Johnny, must 
raise $6,000 Cdn.) for a 
total of $1 million (at 
least half the money to be 
collected before the trek). 
The money-will be retum- 


has previously trekked). 

The TransAmerica 
Trek will run from June 1 
to July 16. The trekkers 
will be accompanied by 
15 support staff (mostly 
volunteers) and five vehi¬ 
cles — a truck to carry 
everyone’s gear, two 
mechanics’ vehicles, a 
command vehicle and a 
people wagon. The cyc¬ 
lists will average 75-85 
miles a day, 3,397 miles 
from Seattle to Atlantic 
City. 

The Lung Association 
will provide breakfasts 
and dinners, carry all the 
gear, furnish camping or 

dations, radio communi¬ 
cations and medical ser¬ 
vices, supply each trekker 
with maps and written 
directions of the route, 
and make sure that the 
day-to-day logistics are 
well handled. 

Trekkers are all vete¬ 
rans of a Lung Associa¬ 
tion trek. To participate in 
the TransAmerica Bicy¬ 
cle Trek, each trekker 

mended by his/her local 
trek coordinator, be in 
good health, willing to 
participate in the recom¬ 
mended training sche¬ 
dule, and be a successful 
fundraiser. Each trekker 
had to pay a $100 regis¬ 
tration fee and assume the 
financial responsibility of 
getting to the point of 
departure and home after 


Farskis yes 
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BODY SHOP LTD. 
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IREMT^LS 
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ROD CAMERON 
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1 Construction 


CUSTOM BUILTHOMES 1 A °" T ™ 
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them all. The report was 
filed by Fred Singleton, 
chairman of lands direc¬ 
torate, reserves and trusts 
for the Department of 
Indian Affairs in Ottawa. 

Marchand stressed to 

"nothing was found” in 
the Singleton Report. 

Marchand also took 
Cariboo-Chilcotin Lome 
Greenaway, to task for 
various allegations he has 
leveled at the Westbank 
band. Greenaway told 
both the standing com- 


NOW IN WETASKIWIN 

WALLY’S 
APPLIANCE SERVICE LIT 

Commercial & Domestic 
Refrigeration & Air Conditioning 

3904 - 56 Street 

Ph. 352-7666 

OWNER OPERATOR: WALLY REMIN 



CAMFIELD DRILLING 

SERVICES LTD. 

Garfield Bland. Owner 

RADIO DISPATCHED 1280 - 4th Ave. S. 

32 8*7059 ’.ethbridge. AB T1J 0R2 
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This is a true story. The names of the characters and 
the locations have been changed to protect the identity 
of the people. Though the changes have been made, the 
events are recorded as they happen. 

The Boyle Street area of Edmonton. Alberta, also 
known as "the drag”, lies close to the downtown section 
of the city. Encompassing about 20 square blocks the 
neighbourhood from 94th through 97th Streets, from 
Jasper Avenue north to 106th Avenue, is derelict filled. 

The large transient population that frequents the area 
in summer diminishes with winter's cold breath as the 
“inner-city” dwellers flock to warmer climates. 

Summer beds come in a variety of ways. Some stay in 
the hostels while other nap in the parks. More sleep in 
darkened alleys and a few spend “flophouse” money 
and get a nights sleep for about ten bucks. 

Hookers roam the streets and illegal drug deals flour¬ 
ish. Many of those who live on the drag are in their early 
teens. Some are even younger. They come from all 
walks of life. The once successful; the failures; the 
quitters; the lazy and the weirdos. 

Alberta Native News takes a-look at the inside of 
Boyle Street life. In this 3-part series, "A Fine Line”, we 
take a look at life from a different view. 

A free lance writer was assigned the challenge of 


exploring the inner city. He says, “It's very different, but 
I can say one thing after being there. If s a very fine line 
between agony and ecstasy. A very fine line between 
there and here. * * * 

It is two o'clock on a bright, sunny Thursday afternoon 
in May. I heave a sigh of uncertainty and push open the 

The air in this darkened room is strong with the smell 
of stale beer. Like a Vancouver fog, a haze of tobacco 
smoke hangs over the dozen patrons in the barroom. 

The buzz of conversation abates momentarily. 
Heads turn in my direction. Curious eyes check me 
over. Nobody says hello, Why would they? I am in a 

I stroll uneasily across the scarred carpet. My eyes 
recognize a familiar friend. 

The stained green slate of the pool table beckons me 

It is a good place to start my story. 

With my back facing the wall 1 sit at a table for two. 

The waitress, a lady with a permanent frown, is fast 
upon me and she acknowledges my “beer and tomato 
juice” request with a grunt. 


face is a map of wrinkles, earned from years of poverty. 
The scars he bears give evidence that he was once a 

He mutters unconsciously to himself as he fumbles in 
his breast pocket and pulls out a few old, but carefully 

A few tables away sits a pair of young men. Like the 
guy in the comer they are also wearing the scars of 
combat. The not-yet evident wrinkles are replaced by a 
toughness that only hard times can bring. Their hair is 
long and unkempt. They wear tom jeans jackets that 
are faded by years of washing. 

Sitting to the right of this pair is another young man. 
He sits with two even younger girls. They whisper 
secretively to one another. They glance suspiciously 
around them and then resume their inaudible conversa- 

A violent cough sounds loudly as it cuts through the 
quietness of the tavern. 

Turning slightly, I spot the source of the cough. A 
woman in her early to mid-30s hacks her way across 
the mom and sits immediately behind me. 

Dressed in blue jeans, heels and a fringed black 
leather jacket, she appears strained and out of breath. 
Tears well in her eyes. She brushes them away with the 
side of her hand. 

A couple of guys next to the pool table ogle herfrom 
a distance. Recognition is obvious. They whisper 
quickly to each other and the shorter of the two men 
rises and walks over to her. 

A moment later I hear her say “go no bread today.” 
The guy stands up and saunters back to his own table. 

A half dozen other patrons are scattered throughout 
the premises. Some are alone and others are accompan¬ 
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Hookers roam the streets and illegal drug deals flourish. Many of those who 
live on the drag are in their early teens. Some are even younger. They come 
from all walks of life. The once successful; the failures; the quitters; 
the lazy; the weirdos. 


I remember the advice of my colleagues and 
employers. I sit silently and look thoughtfully around 

I grimace inwardly as the unfamiliar flavour of beer 
and juice twist my taste buds. A few swallows and 1 start 
to feel a little more comfortable. 

I survey the room and glance briefly at each patron. 

A wisened old man sits by himself in the comer. His 
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ied by friends. Except for the old man, everyone has a 
common bond. They are all Native people. They are all 
somewhere between 10 and 35 years old. 

Laughter pierces the air but its source is out of sight 
— hidden behind one of the huge beams that stipport 
the ancient structure. 

“Play pool?” a voice questions. 

1 look up to see if the feminine voice is directed at me. 

I make her repeat her offer. 

“Sure,” I answer, "but only for the table. I’m kinda 

Popping three quarters into the table's end, she slides 
the metal coin holder forward and the balls rush down 

After racking the table she moves deliberately to the 
bar and secures the white cue ball. 

Dropping it into my hand she orders, “You break.” 

“Bev” has already thrashed me twice and is well on 
her way to another victory when the whispering three¬ 
some is joined by a fourth person. The slender Native 
youth wears clean, pressed jeans and an Oilers T-shirt. 

Quickly, the girl reaches into her coat and pulls out a 
carefully wrapped brown-paper package. Sliding the 
rounded package under the table she whispers words I 

The teenager slips the package under his jacket. He 
palms a fold of money toward the girl. The cash quickly 
disappears. Smiling, the boy stands and makes an 
unhurried exit through the side door. 

Within moments the cash re-appears on the table 
opposite me. A quick count is met with nodding appro- 
continued on page 38 
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Peigans Accept Settlement Province Creates Six 

Protected Wildlife Areas 


in favor of 


ofthePeigan ible voters 
Nation voted in a referen- referendum, 
dum recently to accept a The fourth 
$4.3 million out-of-court successful in i 
settlement with the fed- majority vote 
eral government. the settlement. 

After the members Once the money isdis- 
jccepted the govern- tributed, the settlement 
offer, the Peigan should work out to be 
Nation distributed one- approximately $ 1,000 for 
ialf of the land claims set- each band member, 
ilement money in early According to a band 
The other portion of spokesman, the band did 
he money is to be used to not pursue the govem- 
rurchase land over the ment for a larger settle- 
text 25 years. 

This most 


:ndum on the 1909 land However, there are still 

iurrender claim was the other areas that the Pei- 
fourth of its kind. The first gan Nation wishes to 
jferendum was defeated, pursue with the govem- 
the second and third ref- ment. These include 


srendums were in favor claims to water rights, of Vancouver, home to a 6. Tranquille, on the 
of accepting the govern- highway, and the railway variety of wetland wild- floodplain of the Thomp- 

offer —but there that runs through the life including sandhill son River within the city 

: a majority of elig- reserve. • cranes. of Kamloops, providing 

__ 3. Upper Cariboo excellent waterfowl habi- 

River, about 100 kilo- tat. • 


by Peter Racey 


by Fred Pennei 


In recognition of th 
year’s national wildlife 
centennial, the British 
Columbia government 
recently designated six 
regions of the province as 
wildlife-management 


metres northeast of Willi- 
Lake, providing 
excellent winter range for 
moose as well as habitat 
for a variety of other wild¬ 
life and fish species. 

4. Chilanko Marsh, 
about 135 kilometres 
The six areas are: west of Williams Lake, 

1. The Junction Wildlife providing productive 
Management Area, at the waterfowl habitat and 
confluence of the Fraser winter range for moose, 
because the band and Chilcotin rivers, 5. Dewdrop-Rosseau 

refer- funds just were not there, which supports a major Creek, < 



of California bigh- of Kamloops Lake, an 
orn sheep as well as other important range for mule 
wildlife. deer, California bighorn 

2. Pitt-Addington sheep and many other 
Marsh, 60 kilometres east species. 
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NDP Wants More Jobs 
For Natives 


ment Study in 1985, and crat Party wants a strong 
it was found that unem- and valuable government 
Such programs are the ployment was a leading employment strategy to 

only way to beat the exist- factor in many problems force employers to hire 

The only way to stop ing “welfare mentality” facing native people. It natives, 

he crippling effects of often prevalent among also found that those “Governments have to 

discrimination, unem- the province’s native natives who do find them- be realistic," a spokes- 

ployment, and poverty peoples. In this way, selves employed are often man said. “The prejudice 

among Alberta’s native natives will gain some low-skill, low-pay jobs against hiring natives is 

population is to put pres- much needed “self pride”, with little room for still there." • 

business the NDP says. advancement, 

community to hire Ind- The city of Calgary did For these reasons, the 

Native Needs Assess- provincial New Demo- 


7 day Alaska Cruise 
from $ 677 00 !!! 
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Skagway on ihe M.V. StarDancer. 


Allworld Travel 489-4944 


That’s the recommen¬ 
dation of Alberta's New 
Democrat Party, and the 
party would like to see 
businesses that deal with 
governments be required 
a minimum num¬ 
ber of natives. 

The party has adopted 
policy that aims to 
combat the “appalling” 
jobless and welfare rate 
among natives. They 
realize that it may not be 
popular policy, but the 
provincial New Demo- 
feel that any busi¬ 
ness with a government 
contract should be expect¬ 
ed to hire a substantial 
number of natives. 

The New Democrats 
disagree with the provin- 
proposed work-for- 
welfare program, which 
offers a 75 percent wage 
subsidy — to a $3.80 per 
hour maximum — to 
profitable businesses to 
hire welfare recipients. 

In addition to a new job 
strategy program requir- 
mployers to hire 
natives for valued jobs, 
the governments should 
also put into place a 
“meaningful” economic 
policy to aid aboriginal 
people set up permanent 
job-creating cottage-type 
industries. 
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A Fine Line... continued from page 36 

val and she deposits the fold of bills into her purse. 

"You gonna play or what?" Bev snorts, giving me a 
stem, impatient glare. 

I grab the pool cue and make what turns out to be my 
last shot. It's definitely not my day and I get another 

Having cleaned off her remaining low-bails, Bev 
drives the 8-ball into the comer pocket. Turning her 
back on me with a muttering of how we “shoulda been 
playing for money”, Bev returns to her table. She calls 
the waitress and promptly orders herself another beer. 

As 1 make my exit through the side door, 1 am 
accosted by a tall, tawny figure of a man who’s having a 
nicotine fit. His tanned face thanks me with a grateful 
smile as 1 pass him a couple of “Players”. A tired pair of 
legs weave as they push themselves off the sidewalk. 
An older Native man limps toward me. He's noticed my 
generosity and also asks for a cigarette. I give him one. 


Checking for change and finding three quarters I 
walk through the interior doorway that leads into the 
games room. A few heads swivel towards me but no 
one really pays attention. 

The somewhat darkened rectangular room covers 
about 800 square feet and seems crowded by the 19 
various arcade games lined up against the walls. 

The crowd is similar, yet different to those in the 
hotel down the road. They are mostly all Native in here, 
too, but several non-Natives also gather throughout the 
room. All are younger. Of the 20 kids in here, none is 

It is 2:53 in the afternoon. School is out in 37 minutes. 
I think of the television commercial that asks, “Do you 
know where your children are?” 

I play a few target-type games then sit down in this 
chair by the door. Like so many others in the room, I sit 
to “vegitate” for a while. 

It's here I meet Frank and Louise. 

Frank is a tall (over six feet) lean 15 year old. Louise 


“There are a lot of people down here. Indian and white. Old and young. Stoned 
and straight. The kids are all over the place, especially in the summer. Nobody 
gives a $tt®&! about us, not even the cops. Just so long as we’re off the streets 
at night. We get picked up if we get caught out too late." 


I feel better until I realize that I only have eight butts 
left, and only $ 19 in my pockets. Vowing to be more 
frugal, I turn left and walk down the street. 

The glass fronted shop is decorated with an array of 
informative (but out-of-date) posters, imitation plants 
and flashing lights. The bright red and yellow sign on 
the storefront boasts “Glen’s Arcade”. 

Ringing bells, clanging machines and youthful 
laughter greets me as I walk into the facility. 1 glance at 
my watch and note the time. It is 2:45 p.m. 
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stands about five-foot-four. Her golden shoulder length 
hair sparkles in contrast to the darker complexion of her 
Indian companion. 

Both are Edmonton runaways. Frank has lived on 
"the street” for the past 14 months, while Louise is a 
relative new-comer with only five months on the 
“drag”. 

"Frank looks after me", Louise remarks. “I never had 
anyone who wanted me around. My parents abused me 
physically and sexually since I was nine years old. I 
hated it. I couldn't wait for the chance to get away from 

Frank grits his teeth and speaks vehemently about 


A.E. ELECTRICAL LTD. 

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL 
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“My parents are both drunks,” he says. “They were 
hardly ever home and when they were, I sure wasn’t. I 
took enough beatings from my dad. I'll never go back 

Our conversation eases up some and Frank talks 
about the downtown scene. 

“There are a lot of people down here. Indian and 
white. Old and young. Stoned and straight. The kids are 
all over the place, especially in the summer. Nobody 
gives a $#@% about us, not even the cops. Just so long 
as we’re off the streets at night. We get picked up if we 
get caught out too late.” 

Frank mooches a “joint” from a friend at one of the 
games and nods toward the doorway. 

“Let's go sailing,” he smiles. 

We enter the outside from the rear door. A few 
vacant cars sit in the garbage-strewn back lot. 

As I sit and watch Frank and Louise smoke the pot I ' 
start a conversation. I ask about life on the streets in 
Edmonton. 

“How long you been around here, man?” Frank asks 
me suddenly. 

“Not long,” 1 lie. 

“Where’d you come from before here?” he volleys. 

I lie again. “Victoria, God's country,” I reply. 

"Even been to the Churchill in Bastion Square?” 
Frank’s voice is filled with challenge. 

“Yep,” I say as casually as I can. “Was there just last 
week as a matter of fact. Things have really changed 
over the years in that area. When were you there last?” 

Frank’s eyes have lost their glint of suspicion. He tells 
me its been two years since his last visit to the coast. 

“It’s not so bad here,” says Frank. Louise nods her 
head in agreement. 

“One thing about this place,” Frank ways, “is you 
never have to go hungry. There’s three or four places in 
the area here where you can eat regularly. Sometimes 
we boost stuff from Safeway. When you're hungry, you 
find food.” 

Louise says sometimes there is a need to “get away 
from down here and go somewhere fancy and rent a car 
and stuff” but it was not always easy to do. 

“Sometimes though,” she says unexpcctantly. “I sell 
myself and we get some extra money for those things.” 

I cough in an effort to avert my surprised look. Louise 
looks at me coyly now and whispers, “What about you, 
bearded man? Got fifty bucks?” • 
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ANE Holds Conference, 
•lects New President 


Everett Lambert 

The Inter-provincial 
ssociation on Native 
lployment (IANE) has 
new national president. 

is Peter Liske, who 
orks and lives in Cal- 
l, where he is a Native 
[fairs Advisor for Esso 

Mr. Liske, a Dene, is a 
:mber of the Dogrib 
ind at Fort Rae in the 
urthwest Territories. 
Liske took over as the 
president at the asso- 
tion's conference 
ch took place in 
lmonton from June 2nd 
5th. 

Conference organizers 

me from the several 
ganizations repres- 
ted by IANE. 

Among others, Liske 
d the assistance of Tom 
hostkeeper and John 
organizing the 
inference. Ghostkeeper, 
iginally from the Metis 
ttlement at Paddle 
:, is a Career Coun- 
llor from Alberta 
Development and 
mployment, and Tees 
orks in Public Relations 
Native Outreach in 
lmonton. 

IANE is a national 


struction contractors who 
died and went to heaven 
at the same time. One was 
an Indian, one Ukrainian 
and one Jew. At the great 
gates they were informed 
that heaven's facilities 
were in need of renova¬ 
tions and bids were being 
accepted. However, the 
bids had to be broken 
down and itemized. First 
the Indian handed in his 
bid, but there was no 
breakdown of costs. The 
gatekeeper asked why. 
The Indian responded: 
“No break down - you 
give me $3,000,1 do the 
job.” Then the Ukrainian 
submitted his. He wanted 
$6,000: $2,000 for mate¬ 
rial, $2,000 for labor, and 
the rest for profit. The Jew 
gave his last. The bid was 
for a surprising $9,000. 
‘‘Why?” exclaimed the 
gatekeeper. The Jew 
responded, “$3,000 for 
you, $3,000 for me, and 
$3,000 for the Indian 
who’s going to do all the 

Lou Desmerais, Public 
Relations Officer for the 
Indian Association of 


Alberta, also represented 
a Native political organi¬ 
zation. Desmerais told 
how he entered the jour¬ 
nalism profession soon 
after completing high 
school in Saskatchewan. 
In that province, as well 
as B.C., Desmerais work¬ 
ed for a major multi¬ 
national newspaper corp¬ 
oration. 

As a very useful part of 
the conference, delegates 
passed a number of reso¬ 
lution acknowledging 
realities in the Native 
work-place. 

One of the problems 
was the lack of research 
and statistics on Native 
employment: how many 
are employed, how many 
are not, etc. Also a theme 
at the conference was the 
emphasis placed on 
higher education; the rate 
of education of Native 
people competing in the 
job market is much too 
low. Conference evalua¬ 
tor, Lyle Bear, also stated 
that “Native people are 
not aggressive enough to 
compete in the retail 
industry." 


5 people and organiza- 
ms who employ Native 
opleorwork in the area 
Native employment. 
Conferenoe-goers watch- 
film called, “The 
re Journey.” The film 
omoted Native employ- 
and higher educa- 
Narrators included 
snt Roy, long-time 
ativejournalistand 
resent Chief Executive 
fficer for Native Out- 
ich in Edmonton, and 
atrice Medicine, Direc- 
of Native Student Ser¬ 
es at the University of 
algary. 

If anything, the confer¬ 
ee gave an awareness 
the wide diversity of 
ative employers, and 
e number of organiza- 
ons promoting Native 
mployment. 

For instance, Sam Sin- 
air, president for the 
letis Association of 
Jberta, spoke about this 
tganization, as well as 
personal past and, of 
ourse, he told us a joke, 
'is joke perhaps referred 
i how Natives often 
bcupy lower level posi- 


\>eR«5efim* 


On the positive side, he 
commended oil and gas 
companies for their good 
track record in Native 
employment. Bear was 
also encouraged by the 
number of people and 
organizations who attend¬ 
ed the conference and 
showed an interest in 
Native employment. 

Polished public speaker 
Roy Cunningham sum¬ 
med up the challenges 
facing Native people in 
this vital area. Cun¬ 
ningham is the Native 
Employment Coordina¬ 
tor for Petro-Canada in 
Calgary.. “The chal¬ 
lenge... today,” he said, 
“should be to bring our 
children up so they can 
take advantage of the 
opportunities.” 

He said that he “works 
for Petro-Canada nine 
hours a day.” But he said, 
“I’m a Cree Indian 24 
hours a day..." He went on 
to say that Native people 
must leant to integrate 
the two worlds. 

Closing the confer¬ 
ence, Liske thanked eve¬ 
ryone for participating, 
and commented on the 
good information ex¬ 
change, and the resource 
people who attended. 
Liske said he hopes to 
have a bigger conference 
next year, and hopes to 
invite government minis¬ 


ters and other well- liomCalgaiygaveinforma- 
known public figures. tion on her company, as 
The conference was did Carol Whitefish, 
also attended by different loans and mortgages 
organizations who man- officer for Peace Hills 
ned booths of different Trust, a financial institu- 
types. Yvonne Wuttinee tion owned by the Sam- 
of Wuttinee Fashions son Band. • 
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The Indian Equity Foundation and its subsidiary, the 
Alberta Indian Investment Corporation, are organi¬ 
zations designed to assist Indian entrepreneurs. With a 
planned capitalization of S8 million, this unique 
corporation provides equity and loan financing, in 
conjunction with conventional sources, to new and 
expanding Indian owned businesses. In addition, the 
corporation provides advisory services and manage¬ 
ment training to the Indian business community. 

The I.E.F./A I.I.C. requires a General Manager who will 
provide effective leadership, financial management 
and administration to the organization. Key respon¬ 
sibilities include assessment of the risk/reward of 
potential investment opportunities, the ongoing man¬ 
agement of the investment portfolio and building 
positive relationships with businesses, agencies, lend¬ 
ing institutions and government officials. 

Candidates should possessa university degree, coupled 
with senior general management capabilities and a 
proven bottom line orientation. Experience in com¬ 
mercial lending and venture capital investment is 
essential. The successful candidate will be a self starter 
capable of developing effective relationships in a 
diplomatic manner. 

If you are looking for an opportunity to help shape a 
dynamic organization and program, please forward 
your resume in confidence to Darwin Park. C.M.C.. 
Woods Gordon Management Consultants. 1700 Con¬ 
tinental Bank Building. 10250 - 101 Street. Edmonton, 
Alberta T5J 3P4. 
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Indian Association of Alberta 
will sponsor a series of meetings 
for Alberta Treaty Indian Trappers 
at the following locations and dates: 


• FORT VERMILLION ARENA 

July 15th 

• SLAVE LAKE FRIENDSHIP CENTRE 

July 23 

• SPRUCE GROVE INN 

July 30 

• FORT Me MURRAY FRIENDSHIP CENTRE 

August 6 

• BONNWILLE FRIENDSHIP CENTRE 

August 13 


T7ie purpose of these meetings is to organize 
Alberta Treaty Indian Trappers in order to better 
promote and protect Treaty Indian hunting, fishing 
and trapping rights. 


For More Information Please Contact: 
Edna Deranger at 470-5751 











